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EDITORIAL

"National integration cannot be built by brick and
mortar or with chisel and hammer. It has to grow silently in
the minds and hearts of the men and the process by which it

can be achieved is by education”.
-Dr.S. Rodhakrishnan

The education should deepen our insight, widen our

. horizon and create a meaningful outlook. If should improve
inquisitiveness, level-headedness and perseverance.

In this fourth issue of our School Magazine, through pho-
tographs and write-ups we have tried to look back at our
activities and achievements during the FIRST DECADE. We
have progressed. No progress is possible without effort and
effort means work. Along with academic discipline we also
feed our students with the qualities of the heart such as
patriotismm and national unity. We create habits, attitudes
and qualities of true democratic citizenship.

Staying in a remote corner of the ‘Global Village’, we
have been trying to inculcate in our students the important
valuesin life, In this era where ‘'moral degradation’ has see-
ped in all walks of life, it'simportant to learn to live as "human
beings", useful citizens and to live in harmony with the
environment.

From the faltering steps of infancy we have started wal-
king towards the godl, with the confident steps of youth
hood.

The magazine has provided a forum for the students to
express their emotions on the subjects, they strongly feel
about, and also to exhibit their imagination and creative
skills.

To conclude with a prayer:

"God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot
change.

Courage fo change the things we can, and the wisdom to
know the difference”,

T. JANAKI
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PRINCIPAL’S DESK

' ¢ airship, ever soaring higher
1 has rolled by with tremendous speed and our a g hig
An}i?;]z?tltﬁ;rﬁggcfsdes 435 gr’irls and boys, with 30 teachers, delicately piloting it to newer
dEStWQOMA JYOTHIR GAMAYA' (FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT). The year has seen
the school fulfil its motto on various fronts, enlightening the students along the way about
arious values in life.
Y I have my own definition of SCHOOL. No, not the standard one of ‘where a child goes to
study etc’ but a more philosophical and pragmatic one in which each alphabet of the word
SCHOOL has special meaning leading to a wholesome understanding of our life and this
world:
S FORSCHOOL - Experiencing the tenderness of childhood in all its glory

and joyfulness, so that it is cherished long after it is no
more.

C FORCOLLEGE - learning about adolescence and preparing for adul-
thood and the real and living world lying ahead.

H FORHOME - learning about home, farnily, adult life, and its values.

o FOR OFFICE - our working life, its ethos, and its values.

(0] FOR OUTDOORS - games, exercise, physical well-being and its value, and
finally

L FORLEISURE - the value of leisure-time and how best to utilise it.

(Something most Indians find very difficult to do
appropriately and constructively)

Good schools should not just stop at teaching from books and completing the syllabus-
but inculcate in every child the values of each of the real, life-oriented areas, so that, when
he orshe is ready to leave school, he or she is also adequately readyfor the world beyond and
the challenges ahead. Only then is education in a school comp]ete.)

School-life is like a dense forest- dark and unknown, relatively unexplored, and full of
mystery and intrigue, Only those with the courage to follow a new path with indefatigable
zest come out smiling)Robert Frost's lines from two different poems should help us to shake
ofthe shackles of a cliched world:

|

: 1
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I'took the one less travelled by...
And that has made all the difference.

2

The woods are lovely, dark, and deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And niles to go before I sleep.

\

CansSh Mf’—‘”( -

/ (SARVESH NAIDU)
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TATA TEALIMITED

Standard Chartered Bank Bldg., Mahatma Gandhi Road, (P.O. Box 73) Bombay - 400 001
Telearams. Tel: 204-4440, 204-8355, 204-4344, 204-9927
s iegrams: MERCATOR' Bombay, Telex: 011-86983 (TFIN IN), Fax: (91-22) 204-7344

I am indeed glad to know that the High Range School has completed the first decade of its
existence.

I would like to take this opportunity to say how delighted | am to learn of the steady progress
which the school has made.

U’ou give me too much credit as being “one of the prime movers" of this school project. During
one of my early trips to Munnar, | heard from many of the estate staff - and more particularly their
wives - that they were compelled to send their children away to distant places for their schooling in the
absence of adequate faciltties in Munnar. Fortunately, many could afford to do so, but there was
clearly a greater need for a school in the High Range for the children of our large number of
employees and, equally important, to make it accessible from our far-flung estates. It only required a
suggestion to this effect to Mr. R.K. Krishna Kumar (who was then in charge of SIPD) and, in his usual
energetic way, he took it on as a priority project and ensured its successful completio n:]

I have visited the school on two occasions and the enthusiasm of the school management and
staff and of the students was palpably visible. It is an establishment and an achievement to be justifia-
bly proud of.

I must tell you that outside visitors who inevitably rave about the beauty of Munnar, particularly
express their admiration for the school and the hospital facilities provided by our company.

1 know that under your guidance, the High Range School will train and equip the students tc com-
plete their studies proficiently. | am also sure that, apart from enabling them to acquire further qualifica-
tions to meet the intensely competitive environment which they will face when they leave the school,
they will also emerge as better human beings as they have the advantage of growing up in a better
environment.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(N.A. Soonawala)

Sualllicu vy valiiovalliiici
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TATA TEA LIMITED

1, Bishop Lefroy Road, Calcutta-700 020

Telephones:
2472609 2472450
2470993 2470747
2473779 2473977
2471806 2472794
2473654 2471891
2473915 402422

EThe High Range School completes 10 splendid years of existence. It was
visualised as an experiment in transformation, in its widest sense, and I
am glad that, lookij back over the last 10 years, it has very effectively

addressed this task..

I would like to congratulate you, the staff, Management Committee
and everyone associated with the School for an outstanding job well done,
All of us feel very proud of the Institution that has been built.

Yours faithfully,

(R.K.KRISHNA KUMAR)
MANAGING DIRECTOR
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‘Tata Tetley

TATA TETLEY LIMITED

73/74, K.P.K. Menon Road, Willingdon Island, Cochin-682 003.

The High Range School has been very close tom y heart and I
always consider it a great privilege to have been able to contri-
bute significantly in the starting phase of the school. Needless to
say it was a very challenging task to integrate the objectives of
the Company, expectations of parents, ambition of teachers and
the enthusiasm of students. '

I am extremely happy to hear that the school has made excel-
lent progress under your leadership and I wish everyone in the
school a bright future. -

-V. Venkiteswaran

Chairman

High Range School Committee
(from 1987 to Dec. '89)

I\
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ADECADE OF THE HIGH RANGE SCHOOL

E;{igh Range School is a unique institution of its kind in the plantation cir-

cle in the country. It caters to the children of workers, staff and managers of
Tata Tea in the High Ranges. They all sit toge

ther, study together, play together
irrespective of the positions occupied by their parents.\I was the Chairman of
the School for a brief period from 7, 12. 1

1 989 to 18.10.1990. During my Chair-
manship, I was concerned about the academic development of the School and I
am very proud to state that during my tenure Mrs. Balakrishnan a well-known

educationist was nominated to the School Managing Committee. Mrs. Balak-

rishnan was the Principal of the Chinmaya Vidyalaya at that time and is well
knownin the education field in Kerala, :

Mrs. Balakrishnan had made a lot of contribution in improving the educa-
tional standard of High Range School. -

L]

I consider the High Range School today as one of the best schools in th
districtand I am extremely proud as I look bac '

k as a past Chairman of this ins ti-
tution. A decade has passed in the history of the school in the High Ranges and
I'wish everyone concerned all the very best for the future. |

Cochin, %}‘MA‘ A
8.9.1995. , y

(Hameed Ashraff)

Chairman
High Range Schoo] Committee

(from Dec. '89 to Dec.90)




ltwas late M Abraham Varghese. the then General Manager of Tata Tea Limited, who
had persuaded me to take over the Chairmanship of the High Range School. [ took over on
7th danuary 1891, Late Mr. Abraham Varghese was a great patron of the School. Whenever
fe ot an opportunity, he used to discuss with me the progress of the School.

Atthe fagend of the tenm of the First batch of the 10th standard students, the question of
whether the School should start 11th and 12th standards came up before us. Both Mr. Var-
ghese and | were of the view that 11th and 12th were a must since there would be a rush for
admussion to 11th standard in the other schools. After our discussion Mr. Varghese took up
the matter with Tata Tea Managing Director Mr. R.K. Krishnakumar and he promptly
approved the proposal. This night decision at the right time has helped the High Range
School students to do their plus two here, from the first bateh itself.

Tata Tea M.D.. Mr. Krishnakumar's wholehearted support to the High Range School is
one of the main reasans forthe success of this institution through the years. Unless his sup-
part and blessings were there, the School could not have gone beyond 10th standard.

When | look back to the pastas Chairman of the School, | am very proud to state that Mr,
Krishnakurnar and late Mr. Varghese are the two impontant factors for the growth and suc-
cess of the High Range School.

Munnar,

(. Damu
18“09"19957

. Chairman,
High Range School Committee

A
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KEEPIT UP!

| have been closely associated with High Range School only sin?e 1 9_92 whe"n ljoined
as a Member of the School Managing Committee. That was the yearin w{uch th‘e first batch
of High Range School students appeared for the Class X CBSE examinat/oq. Itis only natu-
ral that there would be some apprehension in the minds of students appearing for thg C/as;
X CBSE exam; and that too when they constitute the first batch from a school. With this
impression the High Range School Managing commitiee had been discussing the Class X
exam as a special subject right from early 1991 at each of its five committee meetings held
before the CBSE exam in 1992. The minute attention to every aspect bestowed by the Com-
mittee definitely indicates their concern and interest in the affairs of the school and its stu-
dents. On going through the minutes of meetings held during the above period, something of
interest which | noticed is that while the students were very confident about the CBSE exam,
the Committee appeared to be a more apprehensive lot! Well, all this concern brought in
good results. Since then many batches have appeared for both Class X and Class X!l exami-
nations, and the results have been good. Keep it up!

Since its inception 11 years ago, the school has progressed well both in academic and co-
curricular fields. Perhaps this could be the only school in the country where students from
such widely differing social and economic background are studying together, and that too in
such harmonious cordiality. We in Tata Tea are happy that our Managing Director’s vision of
providing high calibre educational facilities to children of all categories of employees in the
plantations in High Range under one roof has been fulfilled in a very big way. Nowitis up to
the students to live up to his expectation that one day a student of this school would become
the Chairman of Tata Tea. We have had many first classes and distinctions in the Class X
and Xl Public Examinations. We should now aspire for and achieve more, and | take this
opportunity to urge the students and teachers to set their goals very high and bring laurels to

the school in the years to come.

P.G. PRAKASH SHANKER
. Member
High Range School Committee

ST I M Ry S LRI TS




' i The Beginning

“‘4
Ve thank you for your interesting report da

ted 10th instant
Tata Tea Ltd.,....

H on th
i | Srd IV? Ré} ggjﬂ?ﬁ{fd- " yours faithfully, per pro
A ‘| Sch g;lsﬁras perhaps the genesis of what is today the High Range
g i was the e year 1984 and the month July. The subject refered to
| Be] e visit Vishu and [ had made to the Gokak Mills School near
: ~/ th gaum, a week earlier. We had been nominated to visit school
Madan of the Gokak at was run by a corporate body. We did and met with Mr. D J
ak Mills and Mr. Snee an Englishman who was in charge of that

school.
We were in .
ipressed with what we saw. Our “trained” planter’s minds not being able
d school.

to digest tt
Changeis n]grf; ij11t1 Lga{tra corporate unit could run a very compact and goo
visit set us thim(g- yd illicult to comprehend and more unpalatable to accept but this one
R DTy, “?b. I recall Vishu and me talking of the ifs and but’s and why’s on our
Would featheié b e met at the club and decided how we should put together our report.
knowledge of? W} ¢ mfjﬂed? Are we stepping into an unknown area that we have little
P hband- [DIat x‘w]] our peers say...... quite apart from our owIl friends? Perhaps the
[ A— of Destiny guided us and we put in our reporl that Tata Tea was surely 1no
Todav petent or capable of making an even better job than the Gokak Mills school.
oday when I drop my daughter at the bus pick-up point, memories corme flooding and I
feel proud that Tata Tea turned a dream into a reality, and what a superb setup has been

established!

A new idea needs time and encouragement and true grit Lo succeed. And with the
High Range School the people made a world of difference. We had Mr. McMahon..... that
dear gentle soul who had virtual nightmares dealing with the Planting Bureaucracy not
to mention the host of “know it alls” who always knew that they knew best!! Sure the
school had its share of turbulence and nerve-racking budget meetings but in recall I feel
that every penny of the trouble was worth it. The people here, Abe, Pa ddy, Vishu,
Jaishree Kumar (another indomitable spirit!) Mac, Miss Packiana than, Chengu, Venku
and the guiding hand of Mr. Krishnakumar that permeated the first two years was the

grit behind it all.

Has it been worth it all? Perhaps the answer to this will have individual nuances but
when the net result is taken stock of I believe that there will be a loud and clear cho-
VES. The insulation of the dear Planter's world got a thump with the new

uddenly a wind of change was discernable even in small matters
(the school. It was as il this birth had brought with it a message
amic tomorrow. Yesterday [ dreamt and

rous...
buildings coming up- S
as aresult of the birth o

ol love. comprehension and a vital need of a dyn
» was the refrain of many a parent. I had an opportunity to inte-

today I see it happening i _
ract Wwith during the ea rly days. The district has changed... our lives keep changing.. .we
¢ v _our outlook has changed! This was only possi-

were childrer orice andare parents now..
tly turned out children from a

; happy when we see smar.
vith the Tatas- Ifweare (0 (eel _

b;g;s section ofsociety walk with their heads held highand a glow on their faces, then we
c [ the spirit of the Tata ethos that has made Lhis hap-

el happy that wé areparto
e S e known tea districl.

pen, to this little. urn
Sunil Pratap
Ex-Member,

High Range School Committee.
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Kalaar Estate, ﬁ.\

e e ——, ‘ 15th September, 1995
) I A DREAM COME TRUE
:.‘% > | Monday the 3rd December 1983 was an important day ag
\ Yy I | far as the High Range School is concez'fned. hIt lrea]ly seer(;led a
W dream when Mr. Soonawala, the Vice-C amna; ol M.
“wws| | EKrishnakumar, Managing Di_rectorof Messrs Tata lea Limiteq
a - told the then existing High Range School committee which
. was running a single teacher school for the childreg of me
Management staf (number 1 - 10 shliéred) atfall e
attached to High Range Club, to go ahead tostart a full-fledged
- ) school in Munnar for which money an d place was 10 bar.

Our young and enthusiastic committee consisting of Mr. Sunil Pratap and I[Wr. Sivara-

makrishnan swung into action and prepared the first budget of Rs.12000/- lor the year

1984-85 and started with the approval of 3 classes - LKG, UKG and Ist Standard In the

existing building. It was a wonderful experience when we visited schools at various

places namely,

1) Gokak - to study the details of a company-run school, _ -

2) Madras - to study the different systems of education, the area required for a building,
the class - rooms and the basic administrative structure, method of recruj
ting teachers etc.

3) Korati - to study the system of education that is being imparted to the students

coming from different backrounds with the object of social integration.
While the entire society was wondering if this could be possible, the committee was
confident of introducing this new system breaking old inhibitions and traditions and |
finally submitted a report for Rs.36 lakhs adding one new class every year.

Selection of the site was not very difficult as there was only two sites available - one ||

was in Munnar (Gymkhana ground) and the other the present site.

We were indeed very fortunate in getting Mr. McMahon who had vast experience in
establishing schools as our Headmaster, to start a new school. He really did give a very
good beginning and was loved and respected by all' his students. Short-listing the
teachers from 2000 applicants was a tough task. The selection of students on merit was
no.problem though the 10% of the total strength of students (2 children) from among the
workers' children was a tough job. But the wives of the committee members carne for-
ward to visit every creche on the estates to select the children and it is gratifying to see |.
how well the children have done so far. The selection went off well without any ;
complaints. _

It was an experience staying in the committee for the first 5 years from the time of
the school's inception and to see the progress of the school to the present level within a
short period of 10 years with additional classes, science laborotories, auditorium, libra-
ry, sports ground, nature clubs, participating in inter-school competitions etc. I must
congratulate the dedicated teachers, the Principal and the subsequent Managing com-
mittees who nave made all this possible.

Probably, the Goddess’ blessings have made all this possible as the new building at
the new site was inaugurated on Vijayadhasami dayin 1985.

K.N. CHANGAPPA.
(Ex-Member) High Range School Committee

-
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RECOLLECTIONS FROM THE PAST

he students of the batch 1992-93 of CBSE and the teachers may recall the day in 1984
when a school van brought them from the Workshop Recreation Club where classes used to
be held those days. to a site at Mattupatti, for a picnic.

Little would they have realised the significant role they were playing by way of laying the
foundation of a building which in future would be a centre for the pursuit of academic excellen-
ce as well as all-round development of personalities. As the building took the shape of a full-
fledged academic institution the little children of those days blossomed into confident
adolescents.

The process of growth was initiated by the Headmaster, Mr. W.J. McMahon, a veteran
teacher of English and an affectionate fatherly figure for the school staff as well as parents. The
students must be having fond remembrances of his excellent teaching of "Better English”,
singing with them in the music classes and being directed by him in school plays.

One of the ditficulties generally faced by the students of the High Range School is long

hours of travel followed by long walks (for a few) to reach home. Once this was highlighted in a
wdually I got

meeting of the parents, teachers and senior representatives of Tata Tea Ltd. Grz
mysell invelved in the main stream of activities including tea ching in temporary absences of

the teacher.

In April 1989 when the school started striding in the right path under the guidance of Mr.
McMahon. it was time for him to retire. The newly appointed headmaster, Mr. Krishnaswamy

joined two months later and decided to quit after six months.

In the process of growth of an institutiion. the needs of the hour, challenges to overcome,
priorities in the operational areas vary from time (o time. If the needs are perceived, identified
and incorporated into the plan of action, the process of growth can be continued undeterred.

The perceived need of the school in May 1989 was to obtain a formal recognition from the
Board of Secondary Education. The criteria for recognition was found out and made known to
all the teachers and members of the Managing Committee. With the help and guidance from

rs like Mrs. Kamakshi Balakrishnan, the then Principal of Chinmaya Vidyalaya,

well-wishe
and Munnar Workshop, the deve-

Emakulam and necessary support from the Regional Oflice

lopmental activities were carried onin fullswing.
By July 1990 the three science laboratorics were constructed and equipped, the play-

ground was modified to the required specification, the curriculum and time-table were made to
conform with the stipulations of CBSE. The inspection team from CBSE comprising of Dr. Hari-
das, (who is now an educationist member on the committee) after a meticulous inspection for
two days, sent his recommendation to the CBSE. The name of the High Range School appeared
in the list of CBSE schools.

The newly found confidence in the committed team-work of the teachers was instrumental
in braving through another phase of uncertainty when Mr. S. Banerjee the third Headmaster
Joined on 15 th August 1990 and chose to quit inn October.

The academic curriculum as well as excursions, Annual Day function, sports and exhibi-
tions. Inter-House Competitions, workshop for the Mathematics teachers, Nature's camp were
held as per schedule with the committed eflorts of the teachers.

It is gratifying to note that The High Range School has been blessed with steady leadership
and the right kind of inspiration to excel inn all spheres. The hope which was ushered in., in the
plantation community in 1984 where children used to leave home at a tender age for receiving
formal education, has not only been fulfilled but has successfully generated greater hopes of
higher achievement. My best wishes (o the Principal, Mr. Sarvesh Naidu, all the members of
teaching and non-teaching stall and the students of the High Range school in all their future

endeavours.
MANASWITA SENGUPTA

Officiating Principal

(Oct '90 to May '91)

A
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MEMOIRS OF THE BY-GONE j

June 1984, with threeclasses, three | ©
the short span of a decade. The late | ©
good foundation for the school, |
this gem ol a person.

F rom a humble beginning in the High Range Club premises ol Ist
teachers and 45 students, the school has come up a long way in
Mrc.iltllf.J. McMahon, the first Headmaster, was instrumental in Iaﬁngfarget j
and the students who were trained by him, or thelr parents, can neverio e

To a corporate giant like Tata Te{'z, running a school was something new. Hence in g}le mlgaItStages o
the Committee experienced a lot of difficulties in surmountng various unexpected prob/ems that arose |
from time to time. One instance I recall is when for the first time the School had toapproach CBSEin con- |
nection with aillltation of Middle School syllabus, and no one in the Comin
about it! But such handicaps were alwa);}; overcome. and I deem it a great privilege to have had the |
opportunity to associate myself in the process right from the inception of the School. 35

Till early 1987 there was no forum where the parents could express their grievances, or put forward L
suggestions. As [ was easily accessible, parents used Lo convey their grievances and suggestions to me |
and I used to be saddled with the task of taking these up al Committee meetings, with the result I was 4
branded ‘complaint master’ by one of the School Committee chairmen. But the factremains thatthe Com- |
mittee always patiently heard me with a positive attitude, and in fact such grievances and suggestions |
from parents and even teachers helped in streamlining matters and also taking corrective action where |-
required.

In 1987 an open-house meeting with parents was organised for the first time, and such meetings |
were held regurlarly until the formation of Parents-Teachers Association. Parents used to come up with |
their views and suggestions at these meetings, and many points raised at such meetings have since been
implemented. It was at one such open-house meeting that the parents raised the problem regarding the
children having to take cold lunch which was carried by them In the mornings, and the Managing Direc-
tor who was present for the meeting suggested provision of some wholesome food to all students. Accor-
dingly the practice of providing free milk and biscuits to students in the afternoons came into force. This'*
indeed was a great gesture on the part of the company, and was appreciated by all. ‘

While on the subject of milk supply, I remember the occasion when we were flooded with complaints
regarding the quality of milk, by way of ‘foul smell’, greenish colour’, vomiting', etc. Hurried discussions |
with officials of Indo-Swiss, the milk supplters, followed, and in due course the complaints were sorted
out to everyone's satisfaction. In the meantime, the Headmaster was entrusted with the task of tasting
the milk datly for sometime, and in the process, Tata Tea, which can boast of a number of Tea-Tasters,
ended up having a ‘Milk-Taster’ too!

‘Home-work’ has been, and continues to be, a subject which keeps coming up at regular intervals at |
Committee meetings. Interestingly, at an open-house meeting which the Committee had with parentsin |

- { 1988, there were complaints that the students are given very little home-work, or no home-work at all!
- Although it was explained that separate periods were allotted at school to tackle home-work, the parents
{ were not happy. and wanted more home-work to be given to be done at "home". Apparently the Head-
master fell for this request, because at the next open-house meeting held just five months later there
were a spate of complaints that the hom e-work assigned was more, and the burden should be reduced! |
Such complaints kept coming up at Intervals, and the school always came up with some balancing | :
tricks. I think NCERT got wind of the Committee’s predicament (and parents’ too!), because fromarecent ©
paper report [ see that NCERT's latest recommendation is to do away with home-work in all pritnary
classes!

The performance of the school has been creditable considering its young age. All credit goes to the
teachers and students in giving the Annual Day programmes a professional touch. I still remember the
first Annual Day of the School held at KDH Club auditorium, where I had joined the teachers in practical-
ly carrying the students on and off the stage, with many kids wondering what was really happening to
them. But today these kids carty us off our feet with their wonderful shows being put up in the school
auditorium.

Let us not rest on past glory; there 1s more to be done and much more to be achieved. We have now a
well-balanced and dedicated team of teaching staff, and under the dynamic leadership of Mr. Sarvesh
Naidu, the Principal, 1 am sure they will carry the school to greater heights in the years to come. All the

best.

-JOHN PEREIRA
Member, High Range School Committee

ittee was sure of how to go iy




A decade has passed, and HRS is ten
years old. Yes, for the past ten years,
- HRS has been improving at great pace.
{ Ten years back, in 1985 this school was
- | started by the company with Mr. McMa-
- hon as its Headmaster. Even though it
- { wasn't a full-fledged school at that time,
.| it was a matter of great happiness for the
| parents in the High Ranges since they
.| needn’t send their children to the plains
| for education.

‘ Mr. McMahon is one of the unforget-
| table heads we ever had. He was ‘An old
man with a young heart’ as some teach
| ersof our school defined him. He has cap-
{ tured an unforgettable place in the
{ minds of many students and teachers.
| Mr. McMahon was also a wonderful
| singer and encouraged singing and
{ musicin the school.

: After the retiring of Mr. McMahon,
| there came two heads for this institution
- { Mr. Bannerjee and Mr. Krishnaswamy,
_{ who have also done a great deal in the
improvement of the school. Mr. P.V.
| Chacko, under whose leadership the
" | school was able to improve, is also an
- { unforgettable head.

v And now after a decade, here we are,
* { with our illustrious Principal, Mr. Sar-
| vesh Naidu. We are blessed with a very
{ friendly set of teachers, which I think, no
1 other school in Kerala has. They are not
{ only teachers but, friends, philosophers
{ and guides.

Coming to academics, the general
performance in every subject is good
with an exception of Maths. Maths is a
subject in which majority of the students

WE HAVE PROGRESSED

fail to achieve good marks.
But the school has had
Maths teachers who were

a series of
experts in

the subject but the sad part is that

many of them stayed here
short span of time.

for a very

In the field of games, we have
improved a lot. Going down memory

lane, I remember, students
the area in the front of the
that time, that place was

playing in
school. At
the play-

ground for us and we even used to play
football there. But, now, we have a |
huge play ground and sports Kits for |
almost all the games. Now we have also |
an auditorium for various indoor |
games and cultural shows. However |
there hasn’t been a champion from our |

school who could win
tournaments.

We have also progressed in the |
field of art. I remember the days when |

we just used crayons for
But, now we have switched

painting and sculpture, which marks |
sure change. The influence of com- |
puters all over has made the students
of HRS learn its usage from Class III.

state-level

colouring. §
over to oil |

More over the school has successfully

sent off two+2 batches.
Going down memory

lane and

looking at the various aspects in which
our school has improved since 1985,
makes me feel proud of my school, my
friends and school mates, my teachers |- .

and of course, our Principal.

RUBAN VINODKAR
CLASSIX

et LR A B A S L e LR g




|

ATete-a-tete with the Senior Members of the School

having a chat with Mrs. Celine, Mrs,
As HRS has completed ten successful years and is going strong, we 1?1;;151{; céfbi:}th (5_ B awoL We felf these non.

Jeeva, Mr. Chelladurai and Mr. lyyadurai-four people who are with us righ
) € at High Range Club prermj-
teaching staff could rightly tell us about the long way HRS has come since its humble beginning at High Rang p
ses, adecade back.
in it?
QUESTION —  Whendidyou first hear of this school and how did you come to jo —
- & : 1
Mrs. Celine — Iwas working in a school at Mysore whenI met Mr. & Mrs. K.N. Chengappa. 1hey ne
about this school and asked me to join. 17
QUESTION — What do you have to say about your experience in this schoo
Mrs. Celine — The school has really come up. | knew this will happen.
o : now th
Mr. Chelladurai, — The school s working smoothly now. I joined here in 1986.1find a lot of changes an
what it was when [ cane here first.
; ast 10 i
Mr. Iyyadurat — Yes. the school is funetioning well now. We have had varied expcx‘iCﬂ(CthS 1:;’:;"; cln ‘i' Z“"vf:m wl
QUESTION — Doyoufind any difference in the present L.K.G. students as compared to us. o
L.K.G.? ) i
Mrs. Celine — The present children are very smart. I don’t mean you were not smart, but competition to get
admission in our school has really increased, you know. —r
Mrs Jeeva — These students are very bold. They are not shy and timid as most of you were In L.&.Gr.
Mr. lyyadurai — These children know more about many things around them.
Mr. Chelladurai — They are very smart. They keep asking so many questions and are definitely very bo?d and
not afraid of anything or anyone. Some years back children were scared when we raised our
voice.
QUESTION — What doyou think of the different head masters the school has seen?
Mrs. Celine — There had been few headmasters who had come and left. They all worked for the improve-

ment of the school. ButI find Mr. Sarvesh Naidu doing a lot for the development and progress
of the school.

Mrs. Jeeva — Mr. McMahon was also a nice man, who was a fatherly figure to all. 7
Mr. Chelladurd — Mr. Sarvesh Naidu, like Mr. McMahon, is working hard to bring up the name of the school. He |
& mingles with all the people in the school without showing any difference.
Mr. Iyyadurai
Mrs. Celine — Theotherheadmasters were here only for a short while and we really did not know them well.
They were all good.
QUESTION — Would you like to say about any particular student who was or is studying in school, who has
made an impression onyou?
Mrs. Celine — I'would like to mention Dheivya who has left and Havina who is in Class VIII now.
Mrs. Jeeva — We have seen their growth from LKG days and even today anywhere they meet us they would
wish and talk to us.
Mrs. Celine — Icannever forget these two girls. They are very humble, loving and obedient children. They
have helped me a lot. in taking care of small children during lunch break.
Mrs. Jeeva — These girls have a natural love for small children.
&
Mr. Chelladurai
QUESTION — Finally, what's your advice to the students of our school?
All four — rSut;;iy well. Get good marks. Come out with flying colours and keep the school flag flying
Mrs. Celine — Always love others and obey your teachers and elders and earn a good nane for yourselves
and the school.
QUESTION — Willyou leave the school if you get a better job or a high post anywhere else?
Mrs. Celine — Ohl! No. never, notatall. We really like the teachers, children, principal, the surroundigs and
Mrs. Jeeva the general atmosphere in the school. We are very comfortable here. We don't want to leave
all these. Even the holidays are boring without seeing the children.
Mr. Chelladurai — We will notleave the school. we want to stay here for a long, long time, till the last.
&
Mr. Iyyadural

As we heard the bell for the class we thanked them for sharing theirviews and taking pride in the fact that in these years the
school has become another home away from home not only for us, butalso for the ‘akkas’ and the ‘annas'. This is a Big fmmly
and the members really love eachother and are willing to work for the betterment of each of its members. It is indeed aheart-
warming thought.

(Tamnil conversation has been translated)

T. Selvathai
Sneha Jasmine
Shamini, Kavitha

Class

.
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7 th November

14 th February
| 9th March
| 15th March

| 29 th April
| 8th May

{24 th May
| 15thJune

4 th October

11 th November

5th December
11 th December

. 12 th December

{ 28 th December

| 6thJanuary
{ 25 thJanuary

EMINENT VISITORS

The School continues to attract important visitors:

1994

__Ms. Mina Rod, French Correspondent for AFRIQUE ASIE, &
French Magazine.

1995

—Lady Muir (W/o the former chairman of James Finlay & Co.)
and her son Mr. Robert Muir.

—Mr. & Mrs. Conger, Research Schulars from the United
States.

__Sir. David and Lady Sandra Rowe-Ham (Lord Mayor of Lon-
don 1987) from the United Kingdom.

—A team from the Indian Navy.

__Lt. Gen. Malik (Commandant DSSC Wellington) & Mrs. Malik
addressed the School in Assembly.

—_Mr. William Gillmore, Quaker Oats Co., Chicago, USA.

__Mr. Siddharth Kak, anchor of ‘Surabhi’, the cultural show on
Doordarshan, addressed our students.

—_Mr.R.K. Krishnakumar,the Managing Director visited the
school and also addressed the teachers.

— Baron & Baroness, Charles De Cooman, D’Herlickhore of
Switzerland:

—Ms. Joice La Barbera, Tata Tea Inc. USA.

—Mr. Fergus Thomas and Ms. Marina King-Schoo! of Oriental
and African Studies, University of London.

— Mrs. Indrani Lahiri (Lawrence School, Lovedale) and Mr. &
Mrs. Banerjee-Computer Chip Specialist from California,

USA.
—Mr. & Mrs. Darbari Seth, Chairman Emeritus, Tata Tea Ltd.

1996

—Mr. & Mrs. F.C. Baria (Tata Tea Ltd., Bombay).
__Mr. & Mrs. Muthanna (Cons Coffee Ltd.)

Scannea py Camoscanner




=

S 27 students appeared in the CBSE
| Xth Exam held in March, 1995. 22 passed
_{ in First Division (9 Distinctions), and 5 in

- | Second Division. In X11 th Standard 18 stu-

. | dents appeared for the Exam, 12 in Scien-

2| cesand 6 in Humanities. 16 got a first Divi-

*{| sion (2 Distinctions), 1 gol Second Divi-

.| sionand 1, a compartment in Chemislry

| (subsequently cleared in August 1995).

It is heartening to see our Old & Ex-

| Students reaching out for good colleges

and Universities and doing well. Their

{ achievements are regularly highlighted in

the School Newslet ter.

Ravisankar, Saji John and Ganesan,
all workers' children, got a First Division
and have been granted full High Range
School  Scholarships  for University
Education.

In addition the Managing Director
gave a Cash Award of Rs. 2500/- each to
these three boys in recognition of their
achievement.

Two students have featured in the
Merit-List of the 25 Private CBSE Schools
.| of Cochin and Kottayam under the umbrel-
la of EAPSC-SAHODAYA:

1. P.R. Chockalingam, Std. X, for get-
ting the highest marks in Social
Science (97%) amongst all the 25

: Schools.

“12. R Abhilash, Std. XII, for getting the

highest marks in Malayalam among-

st the schools offering Malayalam in

Std. X1I.

P.R. Chockalingam was awarded a

| Certificate of Merit by CBSE for being with

| in the top 1% at all India Level in Social

| Sciencein Standard X.

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS &
SEMINARS

“11. 17 th November, 1994, Slide-show
; and talk on different species of flora
and fauna- Mr. Uthaman, Publicity
Officer of World Wildlife Fund.

SCHOOL REPORT
(November '94 to March 1996)

23 rd May, 1995 students of Stds. X |
XI & XII attended a Career Counsel.
ling Session by Dr. Ve'nkatraman‘
Professor, St. Albert's  College,
Cochin. ‘ :
3. On 6 th June, Dr. Sunde?arajan,
Asst. Professor. Texas Uplversity, :
USA, gave a talk on Economics to the
students of Standards IX to XII,
On 28 th August, Dr. (Mrs) Jaya
Venugopal Rao (Principal, GSS Jain
Vidyalaya) and her team organised a
LOIC Workshop for the teachers of
the school regarding innovative
teaching and assignment
methodology.

5. An Introductory Seminar on ‘Ado-
lescenl Educaticn’ for Stds. X, XI &
XIl was conducted by the Principal |
and Dr. Sherly George in November
'95 followed by another session in |
January, 1996. :

SEMINAR FOR TEACHERS:

1. On 4 th November, 1994 a Language |
Teachers’ Seminar was organised in |..
the school by Mrs. Krishnamani and
Ms. Asha Chandran.

2. The Principal attended a three-day |
All-India Conference of CBSE Princi- |..
pals in Madras from 12 th to 14 th |
November, 1994,

3. Mrs. Flory Gomez, attended a Work- |

shop on Pre-Primary Education on |

10thand 11 th of April at Chinmaya |

Vidyalaya, Cochin. .

Ms. Asha Chandran attended a |

4-day Testing and Evaluation Work- |

shop (CBSE-ELT Project) at the |-

Central Institute of English and |

Foreign Languages, Hyderabad in |

February and a Question Banking | |

Workshop in May. :

5. The Principal and Ms. Asha B b
Chandran attended a 4-day Interna | |

y

2
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tional Seminar on ‘The Language
Curriculum-Dyrniamics of Change’ at.
the Central Institute of English and
Foreign Languages, Hyderabad bet-
ween 22 nd and 25 th of August. Ms.
Asha Chandran also presented a
paper on "CBSE Writing Assessment
Scale", which was based on her mini-
research project.

Dr. Skerly George and Mr. K. Sriniva-
san attended a course on Life Orien-
ted Inquiry Centre (LOIC) from 22 nd
to 28 th July at Guru Shree Shanti
Vijay Jain Vidyalaya, Madras. It is
an educaticnal programme which
believes in no school bag, no home-
work, self-evaluation by Learners
etc and basically making life and
Learning in Primary School more
enjoyable.

The Principal attended the EAPSC-
SAHODAYA Principals’ Conference
for LOIC in Cochin on 26 th August.
Mr. Arivarasu and Mr. Muralidha-
ran attended a one-day workshop on
Maths Teaching in Ernakulam in
September.

Mr. Arivarasu attended the 30 th All-
India Annual Conference of Maths
Teachers in December 1995 in
Madras.

. Mrs. Reita Paul and Mrs. Krishnama-
ni attended the English Language
Teaching Workshop conducted by
Oxford University Press at Cochin
ondJanuary 11 th.

. Mrs. Annamma Mathew attended a
Science Workshop on Satellite Com-
munication, Polymers and Bio-
technology in Cochin in January
1996.

. Ms. Asha Chandran was one of the
Resource Persons in a ‘Testing Work-
shop’ for English organised by CBSE
and CIEFL at Ranipet in February,
1996.

Mesdames.Mini Joseph, Mini Mary,
Shailaja, Latha Karayi, Punitha and
Messrs. Thomas, Sreekumar, Gopalak-
rishnan left the school and Mrs. Priya
Viju, Messrs. L. Arivarasu, G. Ullas, P.
Yaswant Mallya and Miss. Beena have
joined in their places. Miss Punitha
rejoined in January 1996.

SPORTS EVENTS

In October 1994 the school's Senior
Girls Basketball Team took part in the
K.M. Munshi Memorial Basketball Tour-
nament in Ernakulam. They lost in the
semi-finals. 15 students took partin the
K.M. Munshi Memorial Athletics Meet
in December 1994.

The 10 th Annual Sports Day Func-
tion and Annual Exhibition was held on
28 th January, 1995. The Chief-Guest
was Major General (Retd.) Ranbir Bak-
shi. 27 students were awarded the
yellow-belt for Karate.

In October 1995, 12 students took
part in the Open Table Tennis Tourna-
ment held at Munnar.

The 11 th Annual Sports Day Func-
tion and Annual Exhibition was held on
Sunday. 28 th January 1996. Mr. N.A.
Soonawala, Deputy Chairman, Tata Tea
Limited was the Chief Guest and Mrs.
Setna, wife of Mr. J.K. Setna, Director,
Tata Sons Ltd. gave away the prizes. Mr.
S.A. Sabhawala, Director, Tata Sons
Ltd. inaugurated the Exhibition.

6 students were awarded Blue Belts
and 5, Yellow Belts for Karate in March
1996.

CULTURAL AND INTER-
MURAL EVENTS
1. PRATHEEKSHA '94

In Octorber 1994, a group of 13 stu-
dents accompanied by 2 teachers went

o«

)

CHANGES IN TEACHING STAFFﬁ
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to Cochin to participate in Pratheeksha
94, an Inter-School Cultural Festival.

‘| 2. SAHODAYA FEST-1994

daya Fest'94 a Cultural Festival on 19 th
{ and 20 th of November, 1994. The Dan-
ces put up were Alarippu, the Gypsy
Dance, Norwegian Dance and a Hindi
Song. 12 students represented the
school and another 13 accompanied as
{ spectators along with four teachers. This
was the first time the High Range School
participated in such a big festival.
{ 3. The XI th Annual Day function was
held on October 28 th. Mr. Aryadan
Moharmnmed, Minister for Labour & Tou-
| rism was the Chief Guest and Mr. Hamid
R Ashraff, Executive Director, Tata Tea Ltd.
(SIPD) presided over the Function.
5. The School Senior & Junior Quiz
{ Teains participated in a Science Quiz
. { competition organised by Bharatiya
{ Vidva Bhavan, Cochin in February,
1996.

SCHOOL SCOUTS AND GUIDES

1. The Movement Continues to be
active in School. The Scouts and Guides
participated in the 26 th District Rally: All

~{ all activities and the Scouts were awar-
- | ded the Chairman's Trophy. -

| des and 2 Teachers of our school atten-
| ded the National Adventure Programme
| at Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh.

1 3. In September 1995, our School
| Scouts & Guides organised a Sadhbhava-
na Relay Run from School to Munnar,
braving the rain, to commeniorate the
birth anniversary of Late. Shri. Rajiv Gan-
dhi. Over a 100 students and 20 teachers

| participated.

Our School participated in the Saho- .

ADULTLITE

standard X students continue to be

Special Adult Literacy

. in our .
involved aimed at educating those

ive Scheme,
Sf?f‘c’)rtunate people who have had no
oF ortunity to learn. In the course of the
'ggr they are expected 1o do 100 hours
2)( in'dividualized tcachixllg. All 22 stu-
{s participated actively.
denisP COMMU"NITY WORK

sudents are involved

with Community Work as part of their
curriculum in the divisions of Koranda-
kad and Nettimaed. Every Saturday
they spend 11/2hours tegchmg estate
children a variety of things ranging
from hygiene to games.

GANDHI JAYANTHI

Gandhi Jayanthi was celebrated
in a fitting manner on October, 2 nd
1995. The non-teaching staff organi-
sed a programme this year, high-
lighting the corruption, contradic-
tion, simplicity, communication and
educational aspects of Indian
Society.

giandard XI

“{ Scouts and Guides secured A’ Grade in.

2. In Deceémber. 1994, 6 Scouts, 2 Gui-

| 4.In the 27 th District Rally the Scouts T, " s
| won the Belliappa Rolling Trophy for NATURE 38 &5 o]
_ | Camping Standard Judging KRS b
| Compctition. WHICH IS THE wAY TO WeRLD PEACGEL

o
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SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS BY STUDENTS

1. World Tourism Day

ArnaJacob (Std. X) 3rd Prize In the State Level Essay Writing Competi-

tion for World Tourism Day organised by Department
of Tourism, Govt. of Kerala.
Prize: Rs.1000/- plus 8 books on Kerala, awarded in
Trivandrum in February, 1996.

2. Scouts Movement

JijuM. Paul (XI) Best Trooper's Badge at Trocomlore Troop Company,

Camporette, Thrissur - December 1995.

3. Petroleum Conservation Week - February '95

(Ministry of Petroleum)

Painting:

William Henry (V1) [

Cinish.P. Varghese (V1) I

D. Vijay (V1) 11

Slogan-Writing:

Sreeja Vijayakumar (X) I

Deepa (X) 1

Mary Litty Thomas (X) 11

Poster-Making:

Renjith Siva (IN) 1

Ruban Vinodkar (LX) 11

Praveen Prince (IX) 111
4. 27th Scouts & Guides Rally, Munnar,

February ' 96

Special Prizes

Jaganlal Babu (Xl), Vineeth C. Jacobs (XI)

Sandhya Sivakwnar (VI), Benita Antony (XI)

5. QuizCompetition - Kurinji Social Circle,

SBT - Munnar
Winners:
Senior Team , Junior Team
Manu Mathew (VIII) SN Arun Thomas Whitchurch (VII)
Jyotika Lal (VIII} : _ =~ Sharnel M. Pereira (VII)
Sharon Jolly (IX) 2 © +- “Arun Mahesh Babu (VI)
Tessy Thampy (IX) - 7. "Blessy Mary (V1)
6. Banker's Forum, Munnar - July '95 i i T .
P.R. Chockalingam - Highest aggregate In Std. X, CBSE Exams.
i Cash Award of Rs.201 /- :
7. YWCAFlower Show . -
LekshmiJ. (XII) : Painting - Ist
Lizzielet Gracia (XI1) . i : Painting - Consolation Prize.
8. Karate
Blue-Belt Holders Yellow-Belt Holders Green-Belt Holders
Paul C. Mohan (IX) Renzil Jacob (IX) Geoflry Sams (V)
‘Anand.K (IX) Johnson (IX) Jayesh Unnithan (V)
R. Praveen (IX) Akshay Appaya (VIII) Vasanth Sambathrajan (1V)
PrijuJacob {IX) Parthiban.G (VIII) Archana Sambathrajan (V)
Rakesh H. (IX) Satheesh.S (VIII) Manu Mathew (VIII)
Rajkumar (IX) Phinu Mathew (VII)

Ashley Ann Mathew (V)
9. PCM Scholarship Winners in the PCM Final Exam of 1995-96.

Arun Thomas Whitchurch (VI), Swati Jagdish (ILl), Delsy S, Vibeena ll), Varun Sudhindra 1), Brigitta (1)
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ANAIMUDI - Acme - the goal
Symbol - The Ibex

fa roaq leads to the goal, its height is immateri-

_ a?. This is the goal that the Anaimudians are
?ng at. ACI}]@-L]\e goal. as the motto stands.
gIves a clear picture of the lofty height it wishes to
reach.

The ambitious team of efficient te
Mrs. Reita Paul. the House-in-Ch
by Mrs. Flory Gomez. Mrs. Mee
Miss. Beena P.N., Mr. Arivarasu
Mallya.

Without interest there is no aim. without
there is no activity, and without activity
life. Interest. aim and activity have their source in
the life of the society. This is cultivated by a very
enthusiastic set of students, who remain to be the
back-bone of the house, on which lies its success

In Sports, Anaimudi has reached its peak and
were the champion of the year carrying 356 points.
The names of the students are worth mentioning.
The Student head of the house Alwin M.S. and
Benita Antony have set up standards for others to
follow. Alwin broke a record in High Jump at his
level. Last year it was 1.53 mts. and this year it is
1.55 mts. Alwin M.S. (XI), Benita Antony (XI) and
Bino Antony (VI1I) take pride in winning the indivi-
dual championship among the seniors and inters
respectively. The Anaimudians have been the win-
ners for three relays among seniors, inters and
juniors. The Anaimudi House were the winners for
the following games:

(1) Dodge Ball (II & I1I), (2) Soccer (IV & V) (3)
Junior mixed Dodge Ball (V], (4) Badminton (V, VI
& VIII) (5) Soccer (Senior boys) (6) Carroms
(Seniors) (7) Badminton (Seniors and Senior
Doubles) (8) Basket ball (Senior Girls).

When his life’s struggle turns into a conscious
striving for a definite goal, the individual can consi-
der himself happy and an Anaimudian is happy
indeed. _

In Co-curricular Activities, Anaimudi is just
behind the leading house by 17 points. Last year
Anaimudi House won the trophy for co-curricular
activities and the boy who brought the maximum
points for the house was r\ll@ Gomez. This year
too, we do have a set of dynamic and \fersatile stu-
dents. Here are few that need mentioning:

achers led by
arge is followed
nakshi Ammal,
and Mr. Yashwant

aim
there is no

(1) Allan Gomez (111} - English recitation - I and

Fancy dress - | | -
aveen (V) - Solo song -

g; g;ymnl)(rvs)uresh (1)-5”0110 Song-1and Reading-11|
4) Sz - Solo Song -
tg 15332311y§d (IV) Hat speech-1, Spelling test -|,
Hindi Recitation-11, Mal. I)ze?-i]tihon—e[lh .

wathy Maharaj (IV) - Hat speech -
{g; ﬁil;op.R.y(IX) - Actjaccording to the situation-II
(8) Manu Mathew (VIII) - Solo Song - 11
(9) Vishwanathan (I) - Pencil sketch -1
(10) Rino Roy (V) - Hat Speech - 1
(11) Rebecca Chacko (V) - Hat speech - 11
(12) Shamini.M. (X) - Tamil Elocution T 11
(13) Jacob Chacko (II) - Word building - 1l and
Nitha (VI1I) - Malayalam Recitation-III.

We will still strive to top in CCA too as our motto
says.

I);IAcademics, Anaimudi excels itself with highly
talented set of students. A few names which need
mentioning in the various classes for the year
1994-95 are:

(1) Parvathy Jayprakash (III) - II
(2) Meril B. Paul (I1) - 11

(3) Vinay Prakash (IV) - 11

(4) Dona Merin C. Philip (IV) -1
(5) Jyotika Lal (VII) - 1

(6) Tessy Thampy (VIII) -1

(7) Nithya (VIII) - II

(8! Abishek Bhardwaj (IX) - 1

(9) Ravi Sankar (X1I) - 11

Itis a proud privilege for us to bring into the lime-
light two of our ex-students, Ravishanker topped
the humanities group and came out with 2 distine-
tion in Std. XII with 70.20% and Abilash.R scored
79% the highest mark in Malayalam among the dif-
ferent CBSE schools in Kochi.

PCM Scholarship Exam: The following members
of the house were awarded Merit Certificates for
the PCM scholarship held in January 1995 at the
national level.

1. Sujitha .S (Il) - Ist Class

2. Meril B. Paul (1]) - Ist Class

3. Ashwathy Maharaj (111) - Distinction
4. Vinay Prakash (IV) - Distinction

N
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5. DonaMerin C. Philip (IV) - Ist Class

Aworkofartis not awork of art unless it injects a
new feeling into the daily round of human existen-
ce. We do have artists, who give real life to the pain-
tings they produce. Some of them are Fleming
(V1I), Bino Antony (VIIi), Jyotika La] (VIII), Ruban
Vinodkar (IX), Shamini (X) and ManjuJacob (X1).

I 'am proud to say that Anaimudi House, even
today, excels itself in the various fields. 1 wish all
the student-members of the house every success

in the future with ‘Acme - the Goal".

Iwish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to my col-
leagues for assisting me in various fields inspite of
the heavy load of work they had.

Finally, we, the teachers and students extend
our gratitude to our Principal, Mr. Sarvesh Naidu
for his inspiration, guidance and encouragement

inall the areas.
- Mrs. Reita Paul

DEVIMALAI HOUSE REPORT 1995 - 1996

A notheryear has rolled by. As 1 write this report,
I reminisce - What did we take through the
Gateways of the Year? The staff of good hope, the
lantern of good cheer, a song in the heart, a prayer
on the lips.... keeping in view the vision bright and
clear, with endurance, faith and courage none can
break, we have plodded on and on, with,the ele-
phant as our emblem and the watchwords
‘Majesty, Unity and Strength.’ Yes, Devimalai
House did have a fair share of thrills this year.

Our house secured the first Position in over all
games. In the following events we were the
winners:

Mixed Dodge Ball (IV)

Inters: Carrom (Boys), Throw-ball (Girls), Chess
(Girls), Badmintion (Singles Girls, Doubles Boys
and Mixed Doubles), Kho-Kho (Mixed).

Seniors: Chess (Boys & Girls), Throwball (Girls)
and we were runners-up Mixed Dodge Ball (11 & I11),
the Boys Soccer (Stds. IV & V)

Inters: Badminton (Boys Singles) Carrom (Girls)
Seniors: Soccer (Boys) Carrom (Boys) Badminton
(Singles Boys & Girls & Doubles) Basket Ball
(Girls)

In the Track & Field events, the following stu-

dents deserve special mention by way of their
contribution to house-points:
Sheeba (V), Derrick Sequeira (VII), Prashanth
D.H., Raj Kumar, Renzil Jacob (all of Std. IX) Anu
Kurian (VIII), Vijay C. Philips, Sunil Kumar (both of
Xth Std.) and Anitta J.K. (XI).

In CCA, as of in February, Devimali house is
leading with 131 points, The events were we have
won first place are story - telling, memory test, solo

singing, fancy dress, pencil sketch, quiz, caption
drawing, dumb-charades, just-a-minute, drama-

tics, English debate, tableau, word building and

Malayalam eloc¢ution. The contributions  of

Joualil IUU'IJy walliovalinicr

Vijay C. Philips, Anna Jacob (both X), Sharon Jolly
(IX), Anu Kurian (VIII) Cinish Varghese, Varsha

‘Sudhindra (both VI), Archana Sambathrajan (IV),

Salona Uthappa, Brigitta, Anjali, Sibi Mathew and
Jagadish (all from 1) were invaluable.

We are proud to have Jiju M. Paul (XI), whé was
adjudged the best scout troop leader at the Troop
Leaders Camp at Thrissur, as our House-captain
and Suganthi N. (X) as our Vice-captain. Anna
Jacob (X) brought laurels for the School when she
won the Ilird Place in a State level Essay writing
Competition held in connection with the State's
Tourism Week Celebrations. In the Petroleum Con-
servation week Celebrations Cinish Varghese won
the second prize in Painting. In the All India Jay-
cees General Knowledge Examinations Arun
Mahesh Babu (VI), Anu Kurian (VIl), Derrick
Sequeira (VI), P.R. Chokalingam and T. Dheivya
(both X) did well, with Chockalingam getting the
2nd position with 82%. In the PCM Examinations
Varun Sudhindra and Derrick Sequiera got 1st
Class. P.R. Chockalingam (ex-student 1995) was
also awarded Certificate of merit by C.B.S.E. for
outstanding academic performance in Social
Science in Std. X.

The students’ valuable contribution and the co-
operation rendered by other teachers of the house
- Mrs. Rajeswary Sambathrajan, Mrs. Annamma
Mathew, Mrs. Sushama Unnithan, Mrs. Sushama
Baby and Ms. Asha Chandran have been
instrumental in our success. Let me thank the stu-
dents and teachers for all they have done and let
this be a trail-blazer for all of us to reach greater
hights - with majesty, unity and of course elephant

- like strength,

- Mr. A, SAMBATH RAJAN
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NETTIMAED HOUSE REPORT

N ettimaed peak comprises of the most
important part of the Kannan Devan Hills. As
the name suggests, Nettimaed has been in the hori-
2on, rising towards perfection in all spheres of
academic endeavour. In all competitions in the
school, Nettimaed has made a mark of its own and
standsoutasa pillar of success.

Tne yellow colour, like the radiance of the sun,
depicts the spreading of knowledge, which is the
hallmark of this house.

With the eminent guidance from our teachers
Mrs. Saramma Jacob, Dr. Sherly George, Mr. Itty
C. Kuri' a, Mr. M.V. Narayanan, Mrs. Krishnama-
ni, We have been able to keep our golden yellow
{lag fluttering proudly up in the sky.

The house is proud to have the school captain,
Gaurav Bhardwaj. Besides, two prefects C. Mukhi-
la Std. XII and Lekshmi.J Std. XII belong to our
house. The student head of the house Lekshmi.J
and Vice-Captain, Renjith Raju have set up stan-
dards for others to follow. The rest of the students
have also been aiming high fcr the best results.

In academics, Nettimaed house excels itself with
a very dynamic and brilliant set of students.

In the field of games our house has won the soc-
cer in the inter-boys section. Where individual
events are concerned we have some promising
talents in Ninu Itty Kurian (IX), Gaurav Bhardwaj
(X11), C. Mukila (XI), Darwin (VII), Timothy (VI)
Jeban and Suganya (VII) who brought laurels for
our house.

The students of our house took part in the fol-
lowing competitions:

(a) Petroleum Conservation (February 13th to
19th, 1995)

(1) William Henry (V1) - [ Prize in Painting.

(2) Praveen Prince (IX) - Il Prize in Poster-making
(3) Mary Litty Thomas (X) - [ Prize in Slogan
writing.

(b) PCM Scholarship Exam (1994-95)

Ishani Appaya got 1Vth Rank.

(c) All india JAYCEES ( 1994-95)

The following students came with flying colours:
Cicil Scaria (V11) and Suganya (V1)

The folle-ng students of our house took part in
ICFlA con.peti ™

Bhavna Pratap -X), Rakesh.H (IX). Suganya (VII)},
Sunitha (1X) and Paul C. Mohan (IX).

We have a few artists in our house whose crea-
ive and artistic skill have excelled the abilities of

tive —
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others. Some of the Leonardo davincies are Leks},.
mi (X11), C. Mukila (X11), Praveen Prince (IX), Bhay.
na Pratap {IX), Deepthi Johny (X), Suganya {vy
and Jeban Chandir Moses (VII). We wish them to
keep up this spirit in every aspect of life and to be
an example for others to follow.

In the G.K. Tests (1924-85) the following stu.
dentswon prizes: Vasanth Samnbathrajan (V), Willj-
am Henry (IV) and Ananthi (VIII).

Congratulations students. Keep it up!

The ex-students of our house Jude Michal Raj,
Padma Priya, Juliet, Anand Gopinath, Sunil G.P.,
Ganesan and Niphy Deena Cherian are doing their
professional/academic courses in various parts of
the country.

In the competitions held in C.C.A. our students
brought pride to us with their enthusiastic perfor-
mance. These are some areas where our students
excelled. Story telling (II), Imitation (I), Just-a-
minute (I) Fancy Dress of classes V, VI & VII (Il
place), Solo Singing (1}, Fancy dress of class IV & 111
(I place), Action song (I), Tamil recitation ()
Reading (), Dumb charades (I, Making models
using building blocks (II), English Skit (I,
Malayalam Skit (I), Malayalam Recitation (I) and
Caption writing (I).

In the extra curricular activity, the Scouts and
Guides, many representations are from Nettimaed
house.

All things are bright and beautiful in Nettimaed
house. That is the success of our house. Keep it up
children! And good luck for bettering your own per-
formances year after year!

- Mrs. Jeneetha Raj
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THEERTHAMALAI HOUSE REPORT

M heertham" means sacred water in Tamil and
the hill that has sacred water is Theertha-
malai. The colour of the house is ‘Blue’ which
keeps reminding us to be as large hearted as the
ocean and to keep our flag flying up to the sky.

We take pride in showing off the gleaming
achievements that we grasped in 1995.

This year our house has an emblem "Deer” and
the motto "Alert, Swift and Graceful". The total
strength of the house is 107 students and 6
teachers.

One of our house teachers Mrs. Latha Karayi left
the school for better prospects, and Mr. Srinivasan
has taken up the mantle of Dean of Studies.

I wish to welcome the new teachers Mrs. Priya
Viju and Mr. Muraleedharan and the students Sai-
danya, Neil D'Cunhg, Jasper, Saravanakumar,
John Stargen and Suzenna Varghese.

With the eminent guidance from our house
teachers, we have been able to keep our flag
proudly up in the sky.

In the field of games our house Intermediate
Boys won in Chess, Carrom and Basket Ball, our
Seniors won in Kho-kho, BasketBall, Volley ball
and Badminton Singles and Doubles. The house
takes pride with a rich harvest of prizes from UKG
to Seniors. Ram Prasad (UKG), Sheeja (UKG), San-
deepak (I) Roohum (1), Arun Prem (11), Ria Abraham
(I, Shamini Naidu (1I), Palanisamy (111), Nandhini
(IV), Dyana (IV), Raigon Jolly (V) Gopinath (V), Tes-

smol (V), Ashley (V), Preethi (VI), Stephen (V11), Nivi-
la (VII), Priya M.S. (VII), Jacob Pratap (VII) Sree
Rekha (VII), Neenu Kurian (VII), Aswathy (VII),
Haveena (VIII), Shadrack (IX), Sheha Jasmine (X),
Stella (X), Ashley Cherian (XII), Sreejith (XI1), Amar
Abraham (XII) and Vijimol (XII) for their enchan

ting feat in their respective athletic events.

This year Palanisamy (I111) has broken the old
record in running (75m). Apart from this our house
bagged first place in the March-Past competition
held on the sports day on 28th January 1996,

Congratulations to our children who have contrt-
buted Points to our house,

In the competitions held in co-curricular activi-
ties our students brought points and pride to our
house with their enthusiastic performance. Here
are the names of our house students who won the
prizes. Shamini Naidu (Story telling and Action
Song), Nandini (Recitation and Spelling test), Rai-
gondJolly (Imitating politicians). David Jacob (Just
aminute), Swati Jagdish (Fancy Dress and Recita-
tion) Stephen (Recitation), Mano Dilip. Neil D'Cun-
ha and Jasper in Mimicry, Blessy Mary and Tes-
smol in Recitation in Malayalam, Parthiban (Act
according to situation), Dyana (Recitation in
Hindi) and Henry (Solo Singing).

Congratulations ! Children keep it up!

Wewould like to mention our students who were
awarded Merit Certificates for the PCM examina-
tion held in January 1995 at the National level:
Arun Prem (I). Swati Jagdish (1), Nandini (111),
Arun Thomas Whitchurch (V1) and Deepa of Class
X bagged II prize in Slogan-writing competition in
the Petroleum Conservation Week held in Februa-
ry 1995,

In academics P.Gopinath had done extremely
well and secured school first in CBSE examination
held in 1995 for Class XII.

Iwish to extend my hearty gratitude to my collea-
gues for assisting me in various fields and 1 wish all
the house members a very bright future.

-Mrs. Chandra Prabha
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Shri Aryvadan Moharnmed addressing the
gathering on Annual Day

‘MOWGLY' The irresistable crowd
puller! LKG - UKG and STD !
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TO MY TEACHER,

How could I thank you teacher dear
Foryourcare for me. year after year
Forbeing my teacher, my guidé, my lodestar
Forstopping my fight and war

For guiding my footsteps to the
Fountain of knowledge
For fulfilling your pled

e.
My mind wi knowledgge you gently fed
ugh my tiring voyage, you kindly led.

You showed me how to forget and forgive
How to do as you would have done

I'try to do as you would have done

For it never mattered if You lost or won.

As Islowly plod on day after day

This is my pledge, this is what | pray
May I act as you would have done

Till my race is over and my prize is won.

ANNA JACOB
CLASSX

© BVMRamy
Tl Closs
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ATRIPTO SRI LANKA

In the monsoon vacations, between June and
August, my family planned to visit Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is a small island situated off the sou-
thern coast of India. It was once believed to be the
Kingdom of Ravana. The main religion there is Bud-
dism, but many Tamils from India have now set-
tled there.

Sri Lanka basically grows rice alone. Every other
food product is imported from places such as
India, Australia and America. Clothes and leather.
even though imported, are quite cheap. Electronic
and electrical goods too, are available at fairly low
prices. One can bargain so much that, some times
the bargained price is half the initial price.

One place that is not to be missed is Colombo,
the capital city. It comprises of several skyscra-
pers, shopping plazas, hotels and rest houses and
Jjewellery stores. Colombo is very similar to Singa-
pore. People from all over the world have now
started living here, especially the Tamils, so much
so that now Tamil is also the main language along
with Sinhalese !
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The beaches here are absolutely out of the world.
Unlike Indian beaches, Sri Lankan beaches are
very very clean, and people take pride in it. The
seas around Ceylon are very rough and quite salty,
though they are not dirty. From Colombo, down-
wards there are coral beaches. We went to two of
them. In one, we went in glass-bottomed boats,
over the magnificient corals. During the cruise we
also spotted a few sea turtles that looked so cute.
They would pop up their heads, look around and

N

1

5

draw in their heads, all within a matter of seconds.
We were not able to take a photograph of the turtle,
butjust clicked the boat.

We went to plenty of nice beaches and swallowed
plenty of salt water, but never did we feel content!
Out of the very many beaches we went to, one was
too good! At sunrise and sunset the sun just above
the horizon, the sight is exactly as one sees, in pain-
tings and pictures. The background is vermillion
and the sea reflects a bit of the faint light, and eve-
rything against this breath taking backdrop is sil-
houetted, resulting in the most beautiful sight,
that would please anyone’s heart and fill the soul
with joy!

Ratnapura has a large variety of gems and pre-
cious stones to offer at lovely prices. Both, my
sister and I bought our birthstones. The best sha-
pes, shades and sizes available, were now in our
hands, and that sure removed the frown from my

face!
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We alsowent to Kandy, the Munnar of Sri Lanka! ; ; A
It is a tea-growing place, but not so eye-catching,
except for the uniform green colour and no gaps
between the tea bushes!

As mentioned earlier, Budhism is the main reli-
gion here, The people are very religious. Every

ome, hotel and place we visited had atleast one
painting, model or statue of Buddha. There are
very few Hindu temples, though Buddhist temples ‘
are seen in abundance. The temples are dome sha-
ped with a statue of Buddha situated beside it.

We spent most of our time, shopping, sleeping
and sightseeing! And the rest of the time we were
eating|

All of us enjoyed this trip thoroughly and hope to ' : |
go there again. Sri Lanka for sure is a lovely place * ‘
tovisit and within ten days we had seen everything
w?\lrth Sel?ilngl. AI}]{d }sure feel it was worth seeing.

ow all | think of is, going to Sri Lanka again, go ' ‘ N
tothe beach and be there all day! This is notgtoo d%f- ' a3 p"dﬂ

ficult be_ause after all, it's just 52 minutes awa \ ) ' by w figla
from Trivandrum and about 6 hours away from m}é = O 2 '1 b oY

in Munnar. —* "

JYOTIKA LAL '
CLASS VIII

ODE TO BOREDOM !!

Nay invigilation boredom Our eyes scan the watch, that refuses to move,
Thou hideous creation Not only we scrutinize the papers,
Have you been loved by anyone? Their features and fashions,
Alone I move in all dimensions and directions Their plumpness and thinness;
Teo witness the never ending scribbling and Their looks and hair styles,
scrubbing Nay, we invigilate the whole being;
Yawning, some meditate in a pensive mood!! Time meanders and the restless creatures,
Trying to recall what they have never learned! Wrigglers and gigglers,
Sheer, solid, wasteful hours, And in turn, invigilate, the invigilations.
Glide slowly in snail - like pace, , Mrs. Meenaksh

“Sudliiieu Uy Ldiiididiil
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EAST IS WEST AND WEST IS EAST

T ime immemorial, the Indians always had a
‘short sighted' approach towards all that is
western or has some western origin. Over 400
years of British rule has no doubt cast a ‘spell’ on
anaverage Indian, leading him to develop an ambi-
guous view of the western ‘imports’, Gandhiji,
resorted to several ways and means to outland the
British from India, during the independence strug-
gle. And, one of them was tec advocate a boycott of
foreign goods, especially the western ones. But
that of course had a different intention then, but
no doubt, a chain reaction has been triggered off
since those days to react sharply to evef)} item of
the western ‘import’, whether good or bad.

One such was the demand to give a hearty ‘send-
off to English along with the English men, on the
grounds that, India should be free from al! English
‘bonds’. They had no qualms in dismissing English
as a purely western product. These so called
‘swadeshis’, little realized the fact that, English
had already become a link language and a global
‘lingua-franca’

Coming to the recent developments, another tar-
get was the ‘invasion’ of cable T.V. Many proposed
the banning of satellite television channels, especi-
ally Rupert Murdoch’s ‘STAR TV™, on the grounds
that, these were injecting, western culture into the
Indian society. But the fact that we have enriched
our knowledge about the western way of life and
the fact that, satellite television had played a major
role in making the world a ‘global village' has been

ignored.
Prime Minister Mr. Narasimha Rao’s economic
liberalization did result in upheavals, but still to
no avail. ‘Playing’ into the western hands, have

been the reasoning given by these ‘anti-
reformists’. ‘Yes', but the reforins have helped
India to play an increased rather than a subdued
role in the global affairs. Her economic reforms,
had come in for whole-hearted praise and support
from many countries. Many countries, had shifted
their political stance, favourable to India after the
reforms.

Finally, the entry of foreign ‘media’, has been the
centre of yet another storm. The backbone of the
anti-foreign media revolters continue to be the
revulsion towards the western influences. Entry of
foreign media, will no doubt, help the Indian news-
papers to become more competilive and hence
result in an improvement in quality, like our own
Doordarshan, due to cable T.V. competition. To
dispose of every thing western, is certainly irrele-
vant and it will be nothing but an ‘exercise in futi-
lity’. Every coin has two sides and so do all
‘changes, with positive as well as negative impacts.
The need of the houris not to discard off the ‘wester-
nities’ but to make full use of them and then
discard off the negative impacts, like in an exother-
mic chemical reaction, where energy is released
with the product, after reaction. As times change,
the people also have to change. Today, the global
affairs, are changing rapidly that the equations
have to be re-written, on a day-to-day basis. To
keep pace with these changes India has no option
but to accept the changes eventhough western in
origin.

K.R. Ramesh
Class XII
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They are just doing a real great job for Tata Tea

J i s patted. Whe-
'oughttoha\ethmrbacks pa
iy e Chellamma they are under

DO we are really cal'e? ther Muniamma 0r it

Tata Tea and equally

Tata Tea Ltd, as we know, is a rich, prosperous Gaurav Bhardwaj
industrial branch of the Tata group of Companies. class XII
There are various reasons behind its successful =
saga. Various management schemes, production —
methods and competition strategies have made )
Tata Tea Ltd. ahead of other tea companies. -

All we hear is that this place is really doing a fan- : H

tliph._“ o

tastic work. Do we care to really encourage the
ones who get the tea from fields to the factory? Yes.
the working and persevering ‘tea pluckers' and the
‘labourers’. They are the ones who really deserve
recognition. Waking up early, they finish their
house-hold work and then are off to the fields by
which they earn their daily bread. It is a very plea-
sing sight to see the lush-green tea-fields with
industrious people working in them. Whether rain
or sun they are always on the move.

Q)LI’ZUTl - ﬂ new [lfe Will greedy politicians disappear?
Will the people see a good leader?

When will the world meet dawn?

Will dawn ever come on our way?

Will we ever find dawn?

We have to take the right step.

Then we, the world, will prosper.

C. Aron Vijaykhar
Class XI

Literature in the computer age

The closing years of the twentieth century have

When will the world meet dawn? withnessed a revolution in computer knowledge.
Will the poor nations get rid of poverty? In this age of computer literacy, when entire ency-
Will misery be unknown to the people? clopaedias are available in computer discs and any
Will the star of happiness shine? information can be obtained at the flick of a but-
will the flag of prosperity dance in the breeze? ton, has literature become a stagnant pool of

thoughts and past glories? Or, does it still retain
the aura of fragrance and sanctity which once
distinguished it? QOur purpose now is to seek an
answer and perhaps a positive answer to this

When will the world meet dawn?

Will nations stop fighting?

Will people respect others rights?

will the world see a different generation?

of peace be lit? question.
ﬁlﬁz l;z;c]}:he iforld meet dawn? What is literature? The Oxford dictionary states
tion follow the right path? precisely-that it is a work of writing of a country of
wil thenextgen'cra tisfied people? period and more specifically a good book. This lite-
Wwill the world witness satistied people: e, i s bsens B oo Frodt, geaert
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tion to generation can best be described in those
words which Shakespeare used to describe
woman,

“Age cannot wither her

Norcustom stale her infinite variety.”

Any piece of literature is the reflection of its
times. What Jane Austen portrayed in her book
‘Pride and Prejudice’ was nothing but the life of the
people in the early nineteenth century. Just imagi-
ne the pleasant surprise the eighteenth century
people would have if they are allowed just one peep
into our century and see the praises showered
upon the ways of life in the Dickensian era. Is it not
possible that if our glory is preserved in literature,
our posterity will turn green with envy?

Literature is the best means of expression.
Perhaps it is as an outlet for our thoughts and fee-
ling that it serves the best purpose. Shakespea-
rean views for example gained renown through his
dramas and other work. Literature is also a means
of bringing to the notice of the masses the evils of
the times. Only when Dickens condemned the ill
management of schools and other malpractices,
did the people sit up and take notice.

Literature not only belongs to a ‘literateur’ but is
the possesion also of persons who appreciate
works of art. This brings us to yz=t another aspect

of literature. Reading widens one's outlook. Litera-
ture is varied and it is common knowledge that no
two people think alike. Thus wide reading of the
various works of literature serves to elevate our
minds to the level of a clear comprehension of
varied views.

Literature also serves as a means of communica-
tion. The purpose of literature as link between the
past and the present has already been dealt with.
But it also bridges the gap between countries and
civilisations. Doesn’'t Mark Twaip acquaint us with
life in America in his book ‘Adventures of Tom
Sawyer' and Thackeray to the fantasies of France
in his ‘Vanity Fair'? This very purpose is still ser-
ved by literature but perhaps not to such a great
extent in this age when radio, wireless and cable
T.V. have brought about close acquaintance bet-
ween people in every nook and corner of the world.

Who on earth can resist the temptation of a good
book? Literature thus reduces the misery of old
age and prevents the idle waste of time. Literature
as a means of recreation perhaps serves the grea-
test purpose. A good book on a dull day drives out
gloom and lets sunshine sleep the dark crevices of
asad heart. Thus literature in this computer age is
the spice of life.

.Arun Thomas .W
class VII

Philosophy in Science

There 1s enough and more reasons for a person to
become philosophical, when he learns science.

In one of the branches of Chemistry called thermo-
dynamics, there is the following definition. “No system
ir this universe is perfect and perfection is unattaina-
ble.” My interpretation of this is that no human beings
are perfect because every one in this world is tmperfect
in one way or the other. One, therefore, doesn't have to
be dejected about the fact that he lacks some thing. Is
there a better message than this, for the introverts and
the ones with inferiority complexes?

Hinduism strongly believes in life after death and
rebirth because only the dead body is bunt to ashes and
the soul ltves again. Isn't this another form of the law of
conservaticn of matter and energy which states that
“Matter and energy can neither be created nor
destroyed?” So don't do wrong things with a feeling that
nobody 1s there to punish you just like the axiom “You
reap what you sow."”

Looking at today’s world, one can definitely make a
statment that there is a degeneration In the society
because people now-a-days are too selfish and majority
are not bothered about the social norms and yvalues.
This aspect ts well stated in thernodynamics again as
“the entropy of the universe is increasing.” Entropy in

science is only a measure of the disorder in a system.
When sclence says that “one form of matter or energy
can be converted to another,” the people who rule us
must understand that even a terrorist who uses all his
health, energy and intelligence for anti-soclal and anti-
natfonal activities can be corrected and brought to the
main stream to do productive things with his potential.
A student of sclence must not therefore be worried
thinking that he is away from God and philosophy. He
should rather be happy and proud of himself because
science only tries to make him a better human belng.

Mr. M.V. Narayanan
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I11 Effects of Urbanisation On Environment

he word Environment can be defined as the
outer physical and biological systems in which
man and other organisms live. The environment
Includes rocks, soils, walter, flora and fauna. In

short, environment is everything that surrounds
us. i

A close relationship exists between organisms

and the environment in which it lives. No organism
can keep aloof from its environment as it Enurely
depends on environment for respiration, feeding
and breeding.Any change in the environment
affects an organism directly of indirectly. The lives,
when dead, decompose or disintegrate to form
nutrients of the environment which are again utili-
sed by them for their growth and metaboiism. This

clearly shows that organisms and environment are
closely inter-related.

The ecosystem consists of many biotic and abio-
tic factors. All the physico-chemical factors should
be found in the environment in the optimum level,
for the survival of all living organisms, showing an
ecobalance. The ecological balance of the
ecosystem should not be altered. But, due to popu-
lation explosion and the industrial revolution, the
ecobalance in many natural ecosystems have been
altered, resulting in ecological crisis.

One of the major cause for the ecological crisis is
the destruction of natural resources like forest.
Man is increasingly getting aware of the imbalance
he is causing.

Urbanisation is a village becoming a town or a
town becoming a city where industries come up
rapidly.

Causes for urbanisation can be named as eco-

nomic, social and cultural.
The Push factors that make people to come to
city life from villages are:
a. Poor remuneration.
b. Lack of educational facilities.
c. Lack of employment round the year.
d. Poor standard of living.

The Pull factors encourage the villagers to city
life for a better standard of living.

The ill effects of urbanisation on the envirgp.

ment has two aspects: one in rural areas and the
other in urban areas.
Vegetation: For urbanisation to take place there
is a lot of destruction of greenery for the constrye.-
tion of buildings, setting up of industries, laying of
roads and so on. This leads to the destruction of 3
lot of species of animals and plants. There occurs
ecological imbalance-disruption in CO2 cycle,
water cycle, oxygen cycle, nitrogen cycle and so on,
The concentration of CO5 in the atmosphere, let
out from industries and vehicles increases, there-
by leading to global warming.

Agricultural lands are made into plots and used

for housing with the result that the available land
for agriculture is getting reduced. Farmers, to
increase the food production, use heavy doses of
pesticides and fertilisers which in turn gets into
the human and animal systems and cause harm to
them. This also harms the soil when its alkalinity,
acidity and toxicity increases.
Population: In urban and semi-urban areas and
developing townships, there is hardly any proper
sewage system and human wastes are found to be
discharged in open space, causing pollution.

There is no proper infrastructure to handle the
ever-increasing  population. As  population
increases so also the number of vehicles on roads
increases, which increase carbon monoxide and
carbon-di- oxide in air. Use of modern amenities
like fridge, air cooler etc. increase the amount of
toxic substances like fluro-carbons in air. This
depletes the protective ozone layer and leads toglo-
bal warming. Industrial pollution harms the airwe
breathe, the water we drink, and the soil from
which we get our food, clothing and shelter, the
basic needs of life.

Sulphur dioxide fumes from the Mathura Refine-
ries are spoiling the airand the Taj Mahal. Besides,
due to SOy in large quantities in the air, acid rain
has become common in cities like Bombay, Calcut-
ta, Durgapuretc.
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Pollution causes air-borne, water-borne and res-
piratory diseases, chronic anaemia, cardio-
vascular diseases etc. Some small scale industies
like dyeing industries, pollute the ground water
also. To add to all these is the radio active pollu-
tants. Eg. Chernobyll in Russia.

People going in two wheelers with a handker-
chief around their nose to, avoid inhaling the pol-
luted airis acommon sight now.

Remedies: Urbanisation is a necessary evil for all
» of us to survive. With special reference to India,
these may be probable remedies.

Prevent migration of people by encouraging silk-
worm-rearing and weaving; dairy-farming and

. poultry. -

Develop
villages.

Forming Co-operatives which help the farmers
to sell their products and get reasonable revenue.

Develop satellite towns having the necessary
infrastructure like educational institutions, hospi-
tals, shopping complexes, recreation centres etc.

self-sufficient and self-sustaining

This will save the urbanisation, congestion, pollu-
tion and other related ecological balances.

Science and Technology is reaching the villages
by which new methods of agriculture have been
adopted. They are:

a. developing techniques for dry land farming.

b. developing hybrid varieties of plants from pest
resistant seeds.

Social forestry, installing gobar gas plants, wind

power generation etc. are also being done.
The most important remedy is to lead an eco-
friendly life and create an awareness among the
people regarding the importance of maintaining
ecological balance.

“Only when the last tree has died,

Only when the last river hias been poliuted,

Only when the last fish has been caught,

Will man realise that he can’t eat money.”

Vineeth C. Jacobs & Renjith P. Raju
Class XI
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WORD TALES

L anguage enables human beings to work toge-
N ]’lhder in an infinite variety of ways. English has
{\zcﬁ(g';e[;il‘{gcal\lllzlr)' than any other language.

' . peoples and nations, have histories
]t::{’];(‘;::o‘zsr:r?cfd and r.efrorded. Do you know the
KnOWn o] qa e of origin of these rather well-

s”

. Machiavelli was a Florentine statesman and poli-
UC.al writer who wrote the famous book “The Prin-
ce’. In this book he advocated even using
;llr;cli:.r};‘;:le](\i\'?rzu‘}\:flSlif' il'\vefe for the welfarg of the
s off o Machiavelli now has acquired the

g a crafty, scheming, unscrupulous
person.

Mary Magdalene was one of the mourners at the
Se_pulchere of Jesus Christ. Painters portrayed her
with eyes red from weeping. Her name (pronoun-
ced as ‘Maudlin’) contracted to ‘Maudlin’, which
means mawkish or tearfully sentimental.

Marquise de Sade was a French writer who
described a situation in which a character derived
greal pleasure from causing pain and agony to
someone he loved. Thus originated the word
‘sadisl’. a person who finds pleasure in inflicting
pain.

In 1818 an English editor by name Thomas Bow-
dler published ‘The Family Shakespeare’, an edi-
tion of Shakespeare's works in which ‘those words
and expressions are omitted which cannot be read
aloud in the family’. Thus originated the word ‘bow-
dlerize’ which means expurgate a book by leaving
out offensive words or passages.

Don Quixote, the hero of Cervantes’ romantic
story. strongly believed that it was his duty to set
right the wrongs of the world. In his excited, fren-
zied imagination, he saw lonely inns as castles and
windmills as terrifying giants. The word ‘quixotic’
now means eccentric.

Charles Boycott was a land agent hired by the
Earl of Earne to collect high rents from impoveri-
shed Irish tenants. But he was ignored and the
people refused to pay him. ‘Boycott’ now means
refusing to buy a product ortake part in an activity
as away of expressing strong disapproval.

In days gone by, when a jockey was winning a
race comfortably, he could afford to let go the reins
towards the end. This gave rise to the phrase, ‘win-

ning hands down'.
At the end of the 16th century Thomas Hobson
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e in Cambridge. Englang,
Each customer who came to rent a horse had tq
(ake the animal nearest the door, thc;re was ng
picking or choosing. ‘Hobson's Choice’ of course,
was no choice at alll Hobson is reputed to have
explained that his policy was to have every custo.
mer alike well served, and every horse ridden with

the same justice.
In the ancient Ki

owned a livery stabl

ngdom of Parthia in West Asia,

(here was the custom of having a retreating horse-
man to fire a shot at the enemy. A remark, glance

¢ reserved for the moment of departure was

et
Later it become

known as the ‘Parthian Shot'.
‘parting shot!

Words are so packed with meaning and expres-
sion, that they are like double-edged swords. Dr,
wilfred Funk, who was a famous philologist, was
asked to list the ten most expressive words in the
English Language. He wrote so:

The most bitter word is ALONE

The most reverent word is MOTHER

The most tragic is DEATH

The most beautiful is LOVE

The most cruel is REVENGE

The most peaceful is TRANQUIL

The most saddest is FORGOTTEN

The warmest is FRIENDSHIP

The coldest is NO

The most comforting is FAITH.
- Ms. Asha Chandran




INNOCENT CHILD

/am a child working in Sivakasi
In the Match Industry,

Early I get ready,

for the slavery.

God is blind in Sivakasi,

And no one to care forme,
Notrue parents, friends, siblings,
But only exploiters.

They say, I'm going to be freed,

But I'm now crushed in richman'’s greed,

I'dream of school and being educated,

But my name is struck from the group of privileged

My sister Nandu stacks the sticks,
And ] paste the heartless boxes
Our clothes are mere rags

Our food is rice with pickles.

We weep for this merciless act

Yet, whois there to care about

I love all, even our cruel masters,

But none loves me, none shows even mercy.

Alas, one day, God will open his eyes,!
That day, 1 hope, we will fly like kites.!

JAGANLAL BABU, Class X!

Oh! Wild Elephant

Zephant, Elephant go away
Let me have a peaceful day

You come in a thundering way
And you trumpet in a funny way,

Pappa is busy, winning bread
Mummy is lonely, cooking rice
My brotherwants to play
Don't frighten him away.

A kuyomeal £y m;““
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Ido like your clumsy walk
1t is like clouds in the sky!
Why do you get angry at night?
Are you hungry, searching food?
We won't hurt you any more
Come and eat our cabbage farm
But when we sleep and take rest
Won't you save our little calm?
Ninu Itty Kurian
Class IX
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MY HOLIDAYS TOMALAYSIA

In Malaysia | went to the
200, deer park, butterfly
park and the bird park and
it was all wonderful,

1 went to Genting High-
lands and had great fun in
the exciting theme park. 1
went to Penang island and
learnt how to swim in the
pool. I also had fun on the
beach in Penang island. |
went to Cameron High-
lands. It had tea bushes
and looked just like Mun-
nar. | had such a great time
with all my cousins, aun-
ties, uncles and my grand
mother, that I hope to visit
Malaysia very soon again.

SHAMINI NAIDU
CLASSII|

DINOSAUR SHOW

During monsoon vacation I had been to my
native place. I visited the zoo and circus. 1 saw
movies and the Dinosaur Show. Of all the four, |
liked the Dinosaur Show very much. I saw this
show in Bangalore. There they showed huge
models of dinosaurs which were used in the film
Jurassic Park. These dinosaur models were
making sounds and moving like real ones with

MY HAPPY VISIT TO KIDSKEMP

Every time we drove on Mahatima Gandhi Road
could see a big shop with cartoon characters dan-
cing. The shop was very colourful and that was the
Big Kids Kemp, and I wanted tovisit it.

One day. during my holidays I, with my cousins
and our parents, went shopping at the Big Kids
Kemp.

What I found is that Kids Kemp is a very big shop
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the help of com-
puters. At first |
got scared but
later 1 enjoyed
it. Lot of school
children from
Bangalore had
come to see the
show. Volun-
teers were

explaining about the names and history of dino-
<aurs which lived on this earth, millions of years
ago. After spending four hours inside the show, |

for children's clothes. There are thousands of clo-
thes to choose from and it is known to be the lar-
gest kidswear shop in the world.

There are many exciting things inside such as, a
small stream with rocks and a curved bridge over
it. In the stream there are real fishes swimming
about. There's a part of a real car for a changing
room. When we buy a dress we get coupons (o use,
which is a free treat. It offers mehendi, portrait
sketching, games such as Roulette, Billiards, Golf,
Waptshot, Calling key, Canning the ball etc., soft

drinks, and things to eat like pizzas, pink and blue

cotton candy, instant candy, pop corn and ice

returned home. cream, a free ride in the toy train and electric
NIKHIL UTHEPPA shuttle.
CLASS I
) ———————————————
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I had a lovely time shaking hands and dancing
with the cartoon characters like Mickey and Min-
nie mouse, Laurel and Hardy, Charlie Chaplin and
many others like Panda, Owl, Puppy etc.

Upstairs there’s a nonstop live Fashion Show
going on. At the Airport girls from the Kids Kemp
welcome passengers to Bangalore with a rose bou-
quet. I enjoyed my visit to Big Kids Kemp.

SALONA UTHAPPA
CLASSII

MY NATIVE PLACE

There is a river in my native place. Boats go
along the river. We get fish from the river. Children
swim and play in the water. I also like to swim with
them. But I don't know how to swim. I like my

native place very much and 1 like to go there-
Ernakulam-more often,

ANNA BABU
CLASSII

HOLIDAY

Ivisited Trivandrum Zoo. There I saw many ani-
mals. | saw tigers, bears, deer, peacock, swans and
snakes. It was nice to see the peacocks dancing.
How nice it was to see the monkeys jumping from
one tree to another! I saw chimpanzees and many
birds. The lions were very big. The bats were
hanging upside down. I liked the elephants very
much. They were standing very quietly. It was nice
to see the Hippopotamus playing in the water. How
tall the giraffe was! It put its head out to take its
food. How pleasant it is to visit the zoo. I liked it
very much.

AARTHY
CLASS I

MY PET DOG

I'have a dog. Her name is Blacky. She is one year
old. I like her very much and I play with her every
day. She comes with me when go for awalk. She is
my best friend.

M. CHETAN APPAIAH
CLASS|

THE POST-OFFICE

Every village has a Post-office. It collects our let-
ters, parcels etc and send them to other places. We

can get to know about our friends and relatives in
other places through letters. A small post-office
has a post-master and a post-man. Big ones have
several counters. A number of people work in a big
post-office. We can send urgent messages through
telegrams from a post-office. The mail usually
comes to the post-office in the morning. The post-
man sorts the letters and delivers them to the
people.

ASISH P. GEORGE
CLASS|

MY GARDEN

I have a nice garden. I pour water for the plants
inmy garden. I pluck flowers from my garden. I like
my garden very much. I have African violet,
Hibiscus and Anthurium in my garden.

RIA MARY
CLASSII

MY HOLIDAYS

During my holidays I went to various places. It
was very interesting. First I went to Kottayam.
From Kottayam to Lucknow I went in the train with
my parents. The train was like a home. We ate toge-
ther and we slept in the train at night. I and my
sister sat in the train and played cards and chess.
At each station | met various types of people. We
reached there after three days. We stayed there in
my uncle’s residence. On the first day we went to
see H.A.L Company. There we saw the production
of parts of an aeroplane. From there we went to see
the Hathi park. There we spent some time boa-
ting. Afterwards we returned home.

SIBY MATHEW
CLASS I

THE PADMANABHAPURAM
PALACE

During our last holidays my father took my bro-
ther Arjun and me to spend some days with my
uncle who works in a rubber estate. There we
found out that the Padmanabhapuram palace is
very close to his estate. So one morning we decided
to go and visit the palace. We were very impressed
with the big walls surrounding the palace. We got
our tickets and my father organized a good guide to
explain to useeverything. The palace is typical
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example of Kerala architecture. We were very
much taken up with the woodworks which look
fresh even now. The Travancore royal family were
very simple people and that is shown in their
architecture. We enjoyed looking at it.

ASWATHY MAHARAJ
CLASS IV

MY DOG

My dog’s name is Snowy. He is naughty. Now he
is three years old. He likes my mother very much.
He follows her. He loves to eat curds. We all love
our dog. When my mother shouts at him he hides
under the cot. He is always with my mother. When
we all go out, he sits on the guest room beds and
looks ouit of the window. When we go to the school
he comes to the bus stop and leaves us.

VARUN SUDHINDRA
CLASSII

MY HOLIDAYS

IwenttoAlleppey, with my family during my holi-
days. There is a beautiful beach in Alleppey. My
brother and I had great fun playing in the beach.
We also went to my aunt’s house in Perinthalman-
na and then to my father's friend’s house at Nilam-
bur. There we saw teak gardens.

On the way back to Munnar we saw some wild
animals like sambhar, peacocks, monkeys and
jungle fowls. I enjoyed my holidays very much.

AYESHA.N.
CLASSII

MY HAPPINESS

Happiness is swimming in a pool with cool water
and thinking about no matter.
Happiness is eating icecream in Surnmer.
and eating chocolate cakes without murmur.
Happiness is iiving in a country side
which has horses to ride.
Happiness is playing ball and bat.
Happiness is chasing rats with my cat.
Happiness is playing with my dog.
Happiness is playing cricket.
Happiness is flying rocket.
Happiness is to dance,
if we get a chance.

DONA MERIN C. PHILIP
CLASSV

qHE LOST TREASURE
(MY ng;ZlMD FATHER)

You have gone to th (; ;mknown world,
voice is still hear
ggzilooks were cheerful and bold,
Where are you now as freeas a bird?
Leaving us behind. all alone,
With nothing to do but mouri,
Ican't forget you, my treasurc
My loss with what can I measure?
| JAYESH J. UNNITHy,
CLASS!

TrafficCop: Youcan't park here.

Driver: Why not?

Cop: Read that sign.

Driver: [ did, It says, "Fine for Parking”" So
[ Parked.

Son: Dad, do you remember that story
you told me about when you were
expelled from school? '

Father: Yes. _

Son: Well, [ was just thinking dad, how
true it is that history repeats itself

Hunter: I had lost my gun and the lion was
coming straight at me. Sol sat
down and just stared at him. He
didn’t even touch me.

Bored Strange! How do you explain that

listener:

Hunter: Iwas sitting on a high branch of a
tall tree.

Compiled by: Joshy Mano Davic

Class:V
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My Monsoon Vacation

I spent my monsoon vacation at Madras where
my uncle is working. On first day we visited Anna
Nagar tower and gardens and we participated in
my uncle's son's graduation function at S.B.O.A.
School at Anna Nagar.

On the 2nd day we went {o the famous V.G.P.
Golden beach. There we saw lots of beautiful sce-
nes and took photographs. There we saw a real
man standing like a statue. We visited Marina
Beach also. There we saw Annadurai Samadhi and
M.G.R. Samadhi. At the Annasamadhi we saw a lot
of old photographs. His dress, his pen and letters
are also kept. On the last day we went for shopping
and my uncle bought me lots of toys. '

My return journey was very interesting. It was
my first train travel. It was an exciting trip for me.

RiccuVarghese
Class I
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My Rosy Cat
I have a Rosy cat
It looks very beautiful

One day it delivered five kittens
One is brown, one is white

One is black, one is ash

And one is grey in colour

It likes its kittens so much

No partial in its love

Sol like my Rosy very much
Isit not so?

Amali
Class1

A Trip to Kutralam

During the Onam holidays I went to Kutralam
with my parents. The Kutralam trip was very very
interesting. Waterfalls were very beautiful. There
was a beautiful park. We saw so many monkeys
there.

We went to see a famous temple at Thenkasi.
There were so many pilgrims. We also worshipped
God. We have taken photographs. It was an exci-
ting trip.

B. Sundeepak
Class1

—

Jokes: compiled By-
Joshy Mano David, Class : V

Teacher: Without oxygen, human life would not be
possible. This iImportant gas was discovered in 1773.

Anil: Sir, what did people breathe before oxygen was
discovered.?
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The Story of Colour

We all love to wear colourful dresses. From
where do all these colours come? These colours are
obtained from dyves in plar‘s, flowers. roots.
stems, fruits and barks of trees. Common exam-
ples are onion, walnut, beetroot. turmeric, henna
and others. My mother savs, “But since these dves
are soluble in water, the colour will fade. when the
cloth is washed. Therefore substance called mor-
dants are used to fix the dyes. Until 1856 all dyes
were made from plants or animals. In 1856 Willi-
am Perkin discovered the first synthetic dye.

Then that became very famous because we

could get more attractive and.glowing colour
combinations,.

But it is seen that these chemicals spoil the -

under ground water wherever the dyeing factories
are situated. So now the trend is back to use eco-

friendly vegetable dves.” |
Presently our school also has started teaching the

dveing with commonly available plants angd

flowers. .
1 am sure we all should make good use of it.

Delsy Vibeena
Class@l

Onam

Onam is the important festival of Kerala. It is
celebrated to welcome king Mahabali. It is a har-
vest festival. All schools are closed and all children
play together during Onam festival. Children put
‘Athapookalam’ with lots of flowers. It is very inte-
resting to see boat-races, Kathakali, Kaduvakali
etc. at the onam festival.

Abig ‘atham’ is decorated in front of every house.
All Keralites enjoy a special feast ‘Onasadhya’ on
Onam day.

During the Onam week there will be a variety of
cultural and traditional entertainments like

Thiruvathira, Pulikali. Chadhyam procession with
different tableaux etc.
Government sponsors Onam celebrations on a

grand scale and declares this period as Tourism
Week.

The celebrations attract a lot of foreigners to the
country.

Now we have to wait one year to take part in such
a festival again.

Ria K. Abraham, Ayesha. N, Kathiresan
Class II, Class II, Class|I
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Dignity of a Guru

Human life begins with a teacher. In the
broadest sense of the word. he be one's own father.
friend or school teacher.

Whatever be the miracles of the latest educatio-
nal equipments and devices like radio and televi-
sion. the teacher's personality has always been

and will remain the basis of young generations’
up-bringing.

Teaching is a sacred occupation. Teachers are
not made in societv. They are all born in nature.
We are onlvto searchand discover them forour gui-
dance. And it is possible to discover these men
(really worthy progressive. enthusiastic) who reali-
se that teaching is a highly honourable

occupation.

Havina P. Mathew
Class VIII

(This Essay won the third prize in the High
School Section (State level). held by the Dept. of
Tourism. in connection with the ‘World Tourism
Day 1995 - Ed)

“A slice of your own paradise™; “God's own
country” “Your home in the hills". “For a cool
getaway” etc are familiar captions to tourists,
which paints a picture of serenity. beauty. festivity
and happiness.

India... where mighty empires have risen and
made history, leaving behind many eloquent
memories of palaces, gardens, forts. mosques and
tombs that stand testimony to the richness of the
culture. Time glides from the past to the present in
a profusion of joy and festivity.

India has rightly been described as “traveller's
paradise”. It is the land of sunshine and festivals.
Where must the traveller begin? From under the
shadows of the gigantic temples? From the granite
wonders? Along the long, lonely beaches? Through
the forests and valleys? Through the desert? From
Kanyakumari where the crimson sun slips away
into the shimmering waters? India is fascinating.
A tourist’s delight. It is a couniry where the past
and present blend so smoothly on the threshold of
an exciting future.

Visitors throng into India to see for themselves, a
nation famous for its history and tradition. art and
literature, intellect and culture, skill and talent.
The confluence presents the immortality of art, the
past captured in stone. In India, granite is not just
dead stone, It's history, The TajMahal, one of the
seven wonders of the world. is outstanding for its
unique craftsmanship, architecture and artistic
strategy. Qutub minar, Red Fort, Hawa Mahal.
Jama Masjid, Mysore palace, Mahabalipuram
rock temple (Kadakarai Kovil), Kavadiyar Palace,
Sri Padmanabha Swami Kshetram etc are famous

TTouitisma fn ey view

all around the world for their unrivalled beauty.
architecture, skilled craftsmanship and marvel-
lous designs.

FESTIVALS: Indians celebrate their festivals
with fervour. devotion and enthusiasm. Onam.
Pongal. Durga Puja, Holi. Raakhibandan. Diwali.
Dusshera etc are celebrated with passion and zeal.
“Vallum Kali” is the symbol of Kerala. These races
are undoubtedly one of the most colourful events
of the state. Thrissur Pooram is another mesmeri-
sing experience for the tourists. Rath Yatra is a pro-
cession that invokes a number of rites and rituals.

FOOD: Various varieties of exotic, tempting
dishes are served to the visitor. The cuisine presen-
ted is unique and unbeatable - hot and spicy to
sweet and sour delicacies.

REIGIOUS CENTRES: India is filled with many
religious places Varanasi, Allahabad, Sabarimala,
Rameshwaram, Velankanni etc are outstanding
and attract many tourists.

WILDLIFE: Bengal Tiger, One-horned rhinoce-
ros, camel. white peacock,. Indian elephant. tiger,
King cobra are among the prominent fauna. Kurin-
jiand orchids are two outstanding species of flora.

MEDICINE: Ayurveda. the traditional Indian
system of medicine thrives in the South especially
inKerala. Transitive meditation, yogaetc. are treat-
ments unique in India that attract many visitors.

HANDICRAFTS: Coir. silk, handlooms, lac
bangles. hand-carved images, ivory articles, pain-
ting etc. are treasured souvenirs of a tourist.

What many of the pub-cultured visitors do not
realise is that they are damaging something
irreplaceable by writing on the walls of
monuments and buildings. They spend hours
etching their names or expressing their undying
love to someone. The government is trying very
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grellad trtodr_nmntain the rich, age-old Indi
adition that appears as a mirage, today.

Due to the influence of tourismfhﬂians have
gradually started forgetting unique custo: is and
costumes. Short hair has replaced the long oil
plaits decorated with jasmine. The r !

é L ustling silk
sarees and the salwar kameez and kurta pyjamas
gre in sharp contrast to jeans, shorts, bermudas.

Namaste” and “Aslamm Malikum" are out of
fashion today. “Hi", “Yo", and “Yep" are popular
salutations. Boys grow their hair and wear ear-
rings in an attempt to imitate the western counter-
parts. Tourism has also brought along another pro-
blem. Use of vulgar language seems to be the craze
among ‘respectful’ Indians. Punk culture seems to
be invading India.

But tourism has far more positive points than
negative aspects. Tourists provide valuable inco-
me to the Indian economy. This money can be used
for industrialization and improving the various
aspects of the country.

India's culture is unique. Foreign visitors long to
see something more disciplined than their way of
living. The rites and rituals, the majestic
buildings. the festivals, the foods, the wildlife,
methods of treatment, the handicrafts and above

an culture

: on love and
all the close-knit relaticmslz;l’e Ej:lsslf(;lf Indians are
ai naze th ’ I
neern never fail to ama son that the
sgry hospitah'e and this 18 another reas

. the land of
1e a stranger in t
traveller does ot feel ]lk;i;ions, so different, from

various languages andr
his.

Tourism has created
Guided tours, Touris
tions, Tourist informa

a lot of job opportunities‘
t Development Corporlal-
tion offices, motels, hotel,

empo-
courier services, handicraft showrooms and emp

i »] agen-
ication, travel ag
ort and communice
e et prosperd atronage of tourism. It

cies etc prosper due Lo the pe of
has hI():lpcd in softening the blow
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As one visitor I
mma for the tourist. It is
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still unmarred by the onrush of modernity
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drums, in those out-of-world vi
India is a vibrant, passionate, compelling an?l
mesmerising experience, throbbling with life at a

times.

Yes, India is unique.
“India is a delightful dile

AnnaJacob,
Class: X
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MY VISIT TO THE TEMPLE CITY

July Ist was an exciting day for me because
I was going to Madurai with my parents. We
started around 7 am and reached Madurai at
1 pm. In the afternoon we went to see the
famous Meenakshi Temple. A lot of renovation
work was going on at that time because they
were preparing for a festival. We saw a lot of

beautiful paintings on the ceiling of the
temple.

@%ﬁ'&%_

Bridge. The Pamban Bridge is 3 km long. The
railway bridge also lies beside the Pamban
Bridge and when big ships come, a part of the
railway bridge will open upwards. We went to
the sea shore first. 1 was disappointed because
I could not collect shells from the sea myself.
We then went to a small temple where Lord
Rama’s footprints are worshipped. From this tem-
ple we could see the whole of Rameswaram
Island. I bought, two fancy shaped beautiful shel-
Is from here and got my name printed on them.
We then went to Rameswaram temple and saw
the waters of the ‘22 wells’ inside. The next day
we went to a temple in Alagarcoil. We saw a
lot of monkeys and fed them with groundnuts.
We had to be very careful while feeding them
because they just jumped on us to get the
packet of food. We returned to Munnar after a
very enjoyable holiday.
VINAY PRAKASH
CLASS V

Teacher: What 1s wind?
Sam: Alr in a hurry.

Patient: Doctor, I am losing my memory.
Doctor: Don't worry, forget it.

Patient: Doctor, 1 am very afraid of my heart
operation.

Doctor: Don't worry. In my whole life’s
experience as a heart surgeon, only one
patient has died.

Patient: Sir, how many have you operated?

Doctor: You are the second.

‘Havina P. Mathew
Class-Vill

We also saw the famous 1000 pillared hall insi-
de the temple. There was a pillar near the entran-
ce of the hall which when struck produced diffe-
rent sounds. We then went to Thiruparam-
kundram where again we saw a temple. There
was a big temple tank with a lot of fish. The
minute I put salt and puffed rice into the water
I could see a lot of fish opening their mouths
for the food. We went to Thirumalai Nayakar
Mahal where we saw the sound and light show.
* The next day we went to Rameswaram. We had
to cross the Bay of Bengal on the Pamban
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EXAMINING THE CHROMOSPHERE

The sun j
milky war;r l:alc:‘{; Oggze.tl(.)o billion stars in the
€nough to I\)ermit.a detl‘l ) G el
Phere. yieldine dnt ailed study of its atmos-
atmospl s dala and information about

But%lére' Particularly stars.

ei : .

i bl_indin;gTi(;SnS(;?JLIStz 1?tn§hmess' on the earth
mosphere, the prominencesle'nglmtl]ls s ohro-
During a tota] i “c 1€ corona.
bright light of the sun't k c pse,. however, the
phere, ié completely cjt\(;?tl b;e ey o e
led fe. ; and even the detai-
e € -Bures of the faint distended outer atmos-
PR an he corom o e e, e chromos

c ¢ viewed with telesco-
Pes and analysed. The lunar shadow on the
earth darkens it to such an extent that the coro-
Na appears as a brilliant halo.

Yet, the physical and dynamical processes in
the corona are not fully understood. Despite
modern instruments like the coronograph and
telescopes in space, a total eclipse is still the
ggeapest and best means of studying the

rona.

It is the relative brightness of the solar disc,
solar corona and the blue sky that determines
this great advantage of a total eclipse. Inte-
restingly, India has the distinction of being the
place where the gaseous nature of the prominen-
ces was first established. This was achieved by
British and French scientists at the Madras
Observatory during the August 18, 1866 eclip-
se. The spectroscopic experiments showed that
the solar spectra had (emission) lines characte-
ristic of hydrogen. The total eclipses on Decem-
ber 12, 1871 and January 22, 1898 enabled the
study of other details of the solar spectrum espe-
cially the lines of what is called Fraunhofer
Spectrum. The shape of the corona is also
known to change with solar cycle activity
lasting about 11 years. The studies have deter-
mined that the turbulent velocities in the caro-
na are about 30 km/sec.

24th October 1995

The eclipse of 24th October 1995, seen from
Iran to India began at 7:22 (IST) and ended. at
12:42. The umbra of the moon's shadow fell
over Iran first, crossing over to Afghanistan with
the sun only about 12° from the horizon Tra-

ast the shadow reached the
stan border near Chaman
: tion of the eclipse
t 8.27. Here the dura by
iggﬁt 39 seconds and the shadow on the earth
ivas about 40km wide. The shadow reacheq

i t 8:30.
ajasthan in India at abou
Rr?;}fcr: the sun reached its zenith over India,

i the Pacific. Th
the eclipse itself was over U h
totality there was about 2 minutes and the

shadow 78 km wide.

versing south-€
Afghanistan-Paki

The Moon

It is sheer coincidence that the moon in its
orbit is just at the right distance from the earth
and the right size to block out the sun to cause
a total eclipse. This is a matter of proportion:
The moon is 400 times smaller than the sun,
but it is also 400 times closer to the earth than
the sun. The size of the lunar disc then is the
same as the sun's apparent diameter at that
point and we see the sun totally eclipsed.

The surface of the moon is not smooth but
is peppered with sharp craters, deep valleys for-
med by long mountain ranges. Therefore during
an eclipse, the edge of the disc that the moon
presents to the sun (and us) is marred by rough
geographical features. Some of the sun's rays
escape through these gaps on the edge, just befo-
re and after the totality and the result is a very
brief brilliant bead-like effect.

Legends of the sun:

In earlier times, because of the variety and
unexpectedness, the mauling of the otherwise
mighty sun struck terror in the hearts of the
people and filled them with foreboding, In the
accounts of the Mahabharata war purporting to
be contemporaneous, the eclipse imagery is
repeatedly used to convey the magnitude and
horror of destruction.

The imagery is more chilling because it is
mostly part of a commentary narrated to the
old, ineffectual King Dhritarashtra, who being
blind could not see things for himself.

It was Aryabhata who in 499 AD introduced
India to the mathematical theory of the eclipses-
For an eclipse to occur, the moon must be a
one of the two points (called nodes) where its

“

/_irbit intersects the orbit of the earth. Axyabh_ata‘
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named these nodes Rahu and Ketu.

Viewing the eclipse

On November 3, 1994 a total solar eclipse was
watched by more than half the population of
Bolevia. The government distributed free solar
filters and not a single case of eye damage was
reported. For watching the eclipse, the image
of the sun could be projected by a pin hole
(3-5mm in diameter) onto a shaded wall or a
cardboard half a metre away. It could be also
watched by reflecting sunlight onto a wall using
a mirror and then covering the mirror surface
with a piece of paper having a hole of 1-2cm
diameter.

The solar filters cut down the sunlight by a
factor of one lakh. The filter should be free from
scratches and viewing should not last more
than a few seconds at a time.

Dont's
Sun glasses, smoked glasses, colour photogra

phic films, goggles, non-silvered black and
white films and photographic filters should not
be used. Don't look at the the sun directly with
the naked eye. One should never look at the
sun with binoculars, telescope, magnifying
glass, or view-finder lens of camera.

New element - Helium

Over a century ago in 1868 there was a total
solar eclipse visible from Guntur. A team from
England which studied the eclipse discovered
a new element and named it after Helios, the
Siun God. This element was Helium. The possi-
blity of discovering new elements excites sclen-
tists during every eclipse.

The rotational velocity of the earth and the
orbital velocity of the moon can be measured.
Theoretical predictions have estimated that the
moon's shadow will cross the earth at the super-

sonic speed of 2,200km/hr.
Compiled by T. Prasath
Class: Xl

STUDENTS WHO HAVE DONE PRIDE TO THE SCHOOL IN ACADEMICS
DISTINCTION HOLDERS IN CLASS-X AND CLASS-XII CBSE:-

Year 1994-'95 Year 1991-'92

Class: X Class: X
P.R. Chokalingam P. Rajapriya
T. Dheivya Shabu.P. Joseph

Renjith P. Raju
Manju C. Jacob
Vineeth C. Jacobs
Stella Junis
Anand Gopinath
Anitta J.K.

G. Arun Prabhu
Class: Xl

P. Gobinath
Ravisankar.S

Year 1993-'94
Class: X
Sreejith.C
Prasath.T

K.R. Ramesh

Year 1992-'93
Class: X

Gobinath.P.

Niphy Deena Cherian
Uma Priya

Ganesan.M.

Vijayabhaskar
P. Padmapriya

Sindhu Mathew

“Mother, can I have one rupee for
the old man who's crying
outside.?”

Of course, dear, but what's the
old man crying about?. .
He's crying, “ice cakes one rupee
each.”

Tina:

Mother:

Tina:

Joshy Mano David
Class: V
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The hotly debated entry of muitinationals in india-Mime
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