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EDITORIAL

Yer another academic year has passed by....

With the rapid advent of science & technology, life styles are
changing, Computers are becoming home appliances for many. The
twentieth century is drawing to a close and we await a new Century
and a new millennium which is round the corne.

At this juncture introspection seems necessary. A move towards
Sulfilling this nfzzd is reflected in the survey on the "Reading Habit"
among our senior Students.

W realise that it is important for students to have a broad based
and multi disciplinary approach to education in ovder to enable
them to both compete and succeed.

"Training is everything. The peach was once & bitter almond;
cauliflower is nothing but cabbage with a college education”.

-Mark Twvain

Our faith in transformation through dynamic education is
implemented in the form of various co-curricular and extra curricu-
lar activivies of which the publication of this seventh issue of our an-
nual school magazine is an important part.

Our students latent, creative talents are being tapped. To the
students we have this to repeat- Benjamin Franklin's words

"Hide not your talents, they for use were made,
What's a sun-dial in the shade?"

Creation is an act of sheer will and the joy of giving form to &
creation and watching it grow is something that cannot be
simulated. We at the Editorial Boavd are proud and happy for

having lived it all first hand.
Hope you will enjoy reading...

TR,

».  JANAKI.
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CMesage

| he High Range School turns ftitteen this year. With every

passing year, the School has always had something special
1o otfer to the students. 1 am glad thar the teachers in rhe High
Range School are now doubly committed to bullding a very strong
base tfor the upbringing of the students in all facets of character
building.

Ir also gives me great pleasure to note thar the High Range School
has started Implementing ideal conceprs ltke Parent Teacher Open
HMouse. 1 am sure under the dynamic captaincy of the Princlpal. the
}' High Range School will implement newer schemes in the years ro
| come to widen the knowledge and skills of our students for aca-
demlic excellence and In personality development.

Vours sincerely,

With warm regards.

f oy —

M.H. Ashraff

Executive Director

L’ ===
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%@-ﬂ 15th December 1998

. am extremely happy to convey my heartiest greet-

Ings and best wishes ro the teachers and students
of the High Range School. which Is planning to bring
out vet another annual magazine. 1 wish rhe editorial
team all the very best In thefr endeavour ’ra come out

with a more attractive magazine In Its matrer and

manner.

-

T. Damu

Chairman,

High Range School Managing Committee.




CMesage

! am Immensely pleased ro hear rhar the High
Range School Is bringing out the schoolmagazine.

Vo H Publishing of the school magazine forms an integral part

of the school curriculum. It gives an opportunity to the

! students and faculty to express themselves. Besides. it Is

a link between the school and parents. old boys and the

}' community.

1 wish the magazine wide circulation.

“With best wishes.

Vour sincerely.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK

W INDS OF CHANGE ARE SWEEPING
ACROSS THE GLOBE, NOTHING OR NO-
BODY IS INVIOLATE OR IMMUNE, INDIVIDUALS
AND INSTITUTIONS ALIKE ARE BEING SWEPT
INTO A VORTEX OF FLUX. TALKING ABOUT THE
SHRINKING GLOBAL FRONTIERS & THE EX-
PANDING HORIZONS OF KNOWLEDGE IN THE
SAME BREATH IS NEITHER PARADOXICAL NOR
HYPERBOLIC, GLOBETROTTERS HAVE MADE
THE WORLD A MELTING POT OF CROSS CUL-
TURES WHILE THE INTERNET & THE WORLD
| WIDE WEB HAVE BRED A GENERATION OF
i "NETIZENS' DESPERATELY TRYING TO COPE
WITH THE INFORMATION EXPLOSION. UP-
WARD MOBILITY AT ANY COST IS THE NEW
MANTRA. ' IT IS IN SUCH TUMULTUOUS TIMES

THAT OUR CHILDREN FIND THEMSELVES.

Scanned by CamScanner

YET IN THE MIDST OF THIS SEEMING
ANARCHY IS THE PEACE THAT EMANATES FROM
INTRINSIC ETERNAL VALUES, THAT HAVE WITH-
STOOD THE ONSLAUGHT OF TRANSIENT FADS
OR THE RAVAGES OF TIME.(/:/ONESTK COUR-
TESY, COMPASSION AND SELF-ESTEEM WILL
BE THE BEDROCK OF SUSTENANCE FOR OUR
YOUNG AS THEY FACE THE VICISSITUDES OF
LIFE. WE AS EDUCATORS HAVE THE AWESOME
RESPONSIBILITY OF EMPOWERING OUR STU-
DENTS BY INSTILLING THESE VALUES AND IF,
AS THEY EMERGE FROM OUR PORTALS, THEY

CAN TAKE ON THE FUTURE WITH EQUANIMITY

-~
\

AND GRACE WE WOULD HAVE ARRIVED! )

s
e

LAKSHMI RAMACHANDRAN
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Wc have proved yet again that East

Sanjith P. Raju (XI) and Tyotiks

or West, Anaimudi is "THE BEST". This year
the house was led by Jyotika Lal - the Cap-
tain and M. Venkatasubramanian - Vice Cap-
tain, both of Std. XI, along with our men-
tors, Mrs. Meena K. Swamy - the House in
charge, assisted by Mrs. Annamma Mathew,
Mrs. Beena S. Krishnan, Mrs. D. Chandra

and Acrme

zmtﬁ Ibex - our .symﬁo[

(XT) were part of the Action-Makers T,

which participated in Magnum Opus zn
hosted by Bhavan's Vidhya Mandg,

- the goal
Girinagar, Kochi, on the 18th of NO\gmbe

with boldness e courage | 199
kwe’[[ take on the world.

Again, Venkaiasubramaman(xl) -
) ticipated in an Inter School Quiz Cop, et

Prabha, Mr. P.V. Joseph & Ms.A.G. Suma.

In academics, sports and co-curricular activities, our house did
very well. In the CBSE exams held in March, 1998, Abhishek Bhardwaj
(X1I) and M. Venkatasubramanian (X), were the class - toppers, both
from our very own house.

The following were the class toppers in the senior classes.
Ralasubramanian 2nd in IX, Blessy Thampy - 1st inVIII, Vinay Prakash
- Ist in VIL, Parvathy Jayaprakash - Ist in VI.

The year 1998-99, saw our House make some outstanding
achievements in Sports. The Sports Captain - Bino K. Antony, belonged
to Anaimudi House. This year, for the fourth time in a row, we were
the overall champions in the School Annual Sports Meet, with 533
points.

The individual champions who contributed to the above grand
total, were: Vipin (IIT) Group B Boys (14 points) Shiju Mohan (VII) -
Group D Boys (26 points) and Blessy Thampy (IX) - Group E girls (36
points).

Blessy Thampy (IX), S. Gowri, and Alister F. Gomez along with
Manu Mathew and Bino K. Antony (both formerly from our teams re-
spectively, which participated in an Inter School Sports Meet at St.
Thomas School, Thiruvananthapuram from 27th to 30th September,
1998.

Bino K. Antony participated in the Cluster VI CBSE Competi-
tive Sports Programme on 20th November, 1998 at Bhavan's Vidya
Mandir, Eroor. ,

In the field of co-curricular activities, too, our House perform-
ance was quite good. In the Bag Drama Competition held on Inde-
pendence Day, we came 2nd. The team comprising - Renjith Siva (XII),
Priju Jacob (XII), Jyotika Lal (XI), Pratap Mccall (X) and Sanjith P.
Raju (IX) Manu Mathew (XII) and M. Venkatasubramanian (XI) won
the trophies for the 1st and 2nd place respectively, in a Quiz contest
sponsored by the State Bank of Travancore, and later participated at
the State level, too. This high powered team also took part in District
& then Zonal levels Science Quiz conducted by VSSC,
Thiruvananthapuram.

tion arranged by the Naval Public Schog) 8
part of the Navy Week Celebrations on 23rd November, 1998. A; pan
of the same on 25th Jyotika Lal (XI) took part in an Inter School Depy,
Competition on "Should India go Nuclear despite its economic bacy.
wardness in this global scenario?". On the 27th, as the final event of th,
above celebrations, many of our House members - from classes I ang
X1 took part in the Mass singing Competition and secured 4th place,

On the 1st of December, 1998, M. Venkatasubramanian, S. Gow;
& P. Nagendran (School Head Boy, ex-student of our House), attendeg
a seminar on Aids Awareness, as part of the World Aids Day '98, being
observed, at Bhavan's Vidhya Mandir, Elemakkara. On the same day,
another team of our students participated in Confluence '98 at St. Peters
Senior Secondary School, Kadayiruppu. Sanjith P. Raju (IX), Nithin
Anujan (IX) and Manu Mathew ((XI) took part in the Street Play con-
test, while Bino Antony (XI) took part in the Dance Competition and
Jyotika Lal (XI) won the 2nd place in the Debate contest on "Should a
democratically elected govt. be dismissed?".

Aathira Perinchery and Rebecca Chacko of IXth, took part in the
Inter School Elocution, conducted by Labour India on 7th January, 1999,
at Cochin.

In CCA too we were Runners-Up with 44 points.

We are proud the following students who brought laurels to our
house in the International competitions for Schools 1998.

Name Distinction Credit

Parvathy - VII Maths English, Science
Aathira - VIII - English
Jyotikalal - XI English Science

Gowri - XI - Science

All in all, it has been quite an eventful and fulfilling year, espe-
cially for us Anaimudians, with so many victories accredited to our
names. We have come to believe and follow that united we stand (and
quite tall, too.), divided we fall. (Something we safely avoid) We hope
to continue in the same spirit, for many, many more years to come. Good
luck to one and all.

10
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"Devimalai - House cﬂs/zo'zﬁ

1999 witnessed the dawn of yet another fruit-
ful and challenging year for the Devimalayans. It
was a year of aspirations for this group which sports
the mighty elephant as its symbol, and who with
power, grace and dignity met challenges head on,
by excelling in all spheres of school life.

This energetic and talented team has dedicated
teachers t0o - Mrs. Rajeswary Sambathrajan, Miss.
Seema Krishnan, Mrs. Jeneetha Raj, Mrs. Sushma
Unnithan and Mrs. Gene Jacob, all playing the role
of a catalyst, egging on students to give in their best.
The field of games and sport saw us winning in all
major games- Dodge Ball, Volley Ball, Foot Ball,
Throw Ball, Table tennis, Shuttle Badminton,
Carroms and Chess. We were also runners-up in
basketball and cricket. In the field of sport, Sharon
Jolly of Std. XII and Anna Mary Mathew of Std.
VI bagged the individual championship, thereby
doing our house, proud. Our inter-school girls re-
lay team also secured the first place by defeating
the senior girls relay team of the other three houses.

Our moments of greatest glory came in the field
of co-curricular activities when our youngsters
proved themselves streets ahead in the Talent Show'
Competition, Bag-drama Competition and Thematic
Bulletin Board Display Competition.

Some of our eminent sports luminaries who
are the pride and glory of our house are Derrick
Sequiera (Std. X) - the Idukki District Shuttle Bad-
minton Champion, Anand Kumar (Class X) -the
Flying Finn, K. Kavitha (Std. IX), Archana Sambath
Rajan (Class VII) and Anna Mary Mathew (Class
VI) -our Track and field Queens.

We also view with pride, many of our
'Devimalayans who took part in various displays and
demonstrations during the school Annual Sports
Meet proving their ability and skill. On stage, our
house performance ranks in the realm of excellence.
At present our house students are actively engaged

in the In-service Community Development Pro-
gramme.

Anu Kurian, our former House caption was
elected School captain, having bagged the majority
of votes in the school elections last year. It was a
proud moment for all Devimalayans.

Gifted singers abound in our group - Varun
Sudhindra (Std. V), Varsha Sujdhindra (Std. IX),
Shreya Tholpadi (Std. I), Sajitha C. (Std. X) and
Ashwin Ravi (Std. IX) are the nightingales of our
group, whose talent has delighted many. Sharon
Jolly (Class XII), a natural thespian has also con-
tributed valuable points to our house total. This
report would be incomplete without a2 mention of
our formidable juniors who keep tomorrow's hopes
alive.

On the whole this year 1998-99 has proved to
be yet another valuable year for all Devimalayans.
We stand by the motto - "Don't ask what the school
can do for us, ask instead what we can do for the
School".

-A. Sambathrajan
(House-in-charge)

11
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Nettimaed - FHouse 6@/20’05

Here we salute the glorious year 1998, .It
has been a glorious year for the Nettimaed House,
which stands for SOLIDARITY and SUCCESS.
It is christened after the imposing Nettimaed peak,
the pride of the Kannan Devan Hills. As the name
suggests, Nettimaedeans have been marching to-
wards perfection in all spheres of academic, cul-
tural and physical endeavour. In all competitions
both inside and outside, the members have made
their mark and the house stands out as a symbol of

success.

~ The house colour YELLOW like the radiance
of the sun, depicts the spreading forth of knowl-
edge, serving the school community and inculcat-
ing self discipline and self confidence among the
members of the house, which is the hallmark of
success in any field. We were able to attain these
‘cherished goals, under the able guidance of our vet-
eran teachers Mr. L. Arivarasu, Mr. M.V,
Narayanan, Mrs. Asha Chandran, Mrs. Sushma
Baby, Dr. Sushma Unnithan and Mr. Itty C. Kurian.
Dedication is the middle name of these teachers.

Our House Captain Sujith C. (XI) and Vice
captain Cicil Scaria (X) took over the lighted torch
from K. Anand (XII) and Ninu Itty Kurian (XII)
supported by Sunitha G.P (XII) in the second term.

In the field of sports and co-curricular activi-
ties, the following students brought honour to the
house.

K. Anand (XII) [Sports & Games), Ninu Itty
Kurian (XII) [Sports, Game & CCA], Sujith (XI)
[Sports and Games], Cicil Scaria (X) [Sports,
Games & CCA), Sinthika (XI) [Dance and Paint-
ing], Reeves (XI) [Cricket], Godfrey (X) [Sports

‘& Games), Johnson (XI) [Cricket and Sports],
Ashish (X) [CCA], Anbu (IX) [Sports and CCA],
Anlet Mable (IX) [Sports], Shoban (IX) [Sports
and Magic], Timothy (IX) [Sports and Table
‘Tennies],- Sandhya (IX) [Discus throw & Throw
ball], Shina (IX) [Javelin throw & Shotput],

Mahesh (IX) [High jump & Discus throw], Glyq,
(IX) [High jump & Javelin throw], Vasanth Sampy,
[Sports, Games & CCA], Sharvan (VII) [Shotpy
& Karate], Jubin, Stalin, Basil Win, Ashly Fap;,
and Johny of (VIII) excelled in Karate, Dalig,
Sequeira (VIII) [Sports & CCA], Neethu (v
[Carrom], Anojish (VIII) [CCA], Shalini (XI),
talented student of the Nettimaed house was electeq
as the Head girl of HRS.

Congratulations Shalini!

The following students are tomorrow's prom-
ise. They are:- Nitha Ramachandran (VID), Ansu
Susan Alex (VII), Angel Diana (VII), Lina (VII),
Jennifer (VII), Anu (VII), Jeena (VII), Nithya
(VI), Deepika (VI), Sam (VI), Asha Mary Kurian
(V), Jeshyca (V), Aarthy (V), Arya (V), Anand
A. (V), Assa Sara (V), Kingshy (V), Anna Babu
(V), Anjali (V), Amalore Pava Mary, Geetanjali
and Alexander (IV), Leya Elizabeth Mohan and
Anirudh Varma (III), and Akram Naeen (II)

We, the house teachers fully appreciate our stu-
dent's performance in the Inter-school and Inter-dis-
trict competitions. Timothy and Sam Emmanuel won
the Bronze medal in the Inter-school T.T. competi-
tion held at Ernakulam.

On the whole it has been fruitful year for the
house. We are brimming over with enthusiam and
look forward to a glorious future for Nettimaed

House. -I.C. Kurian

12
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Mr. Justice Radhakrishnan our Chief guest.
Mrs. Sharl Radhakrishan lighting the lamp
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Entertaining fare from our teachers
at the Principals' meet

Our tiny tots'
4 Graduation Ceremony
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It has been a privilege for all of us - the members
of the Theerthamalai house to have been able to guide
and motivate our children to bring out the best in them.

Theerthamalai house bagged the first place both,
in’ ACADEMICS and CCA in the year 1997-98. The
shield were received by Arun Thomas Whitchurch (X)
and Sneesha Padmanaban respectively. It is worth men-
tioning that we are not lagging behind in the field of
sports and games for we won the RUNNERS-UP
TROPHY for the year 1998-99.

Susan Scaria, T.S. Anand, Angel Deena, Sreeja S,
and Midhun Athapilly brought laurels to our house by
notching up individual championships.

The year 1998-99 has been a very successful one
for the Theerthamalai House because we will be receiv-
ing the CCA SHIELD for having topped the points
chart, at the next Annual Day function.

In the International Examination Arun Thomas
Whitchurch (X) was the only student in the school who
bagged High Distinction in Maths, and Nandini

Kanagaraj (VII) Distinction in English, Credit in Maths
and Science and Sai Krishna (III) Distinction in Eng-
lish.

Junior students have always contributed towards
building up house-points. However, as House Mistress,
I can't say that about senior students.

I hope that the senior students will generate a lot
of self interest and show a tremendous house spirit in
the forth coming year. This can catapult us to the top
spot be it in academics, CCA or Sports and games.
Therefore I look forward to competitive times ahead.

My report will be incomplete without a word of
thanks to Captain Arun Nath and Vice-captain Anita
Rosalind (XII) and my colleagues A BIG THANKS
TO ALL OF YOU in the Theerthamalai House.

Yaswant Mallya, Sindhu R. Menon, Flory Gomez,
Suman Ravi and Punitha Arivarasu. I count on your
valuable support so that Theerthamalai House will scale
greater heights.

THUS SPOKE CLASS XII - BATCH OF 1999

'If I were the Principal of the HRS the changes I would
make by 2000 - The outgoing class XII was interviewed on
this topic. Here are their responses.

Anand K. I would replace milk with tea during the
afternoon break. I would install computers in every class-
room and also a speaker in each class for making announce-
ments. ;
Lathika T. I would conduct talks related to current
topics (discussions). I would also conduct weekly tests for
various subjects.

Nithya I would introduce new interesting sub-
jects and ban the old subjects. I will install a fan in every
classroom and allot one free period every day.

Priju I will ban uniforms.

Renjith No comments. All that I would do is
follow what other principals have done. -

Renzil I will introduce classes for proper ca-
reer guidance for (Class X) and also entrance coaching classes.
Shadrack I will introduce physical fitness pro-
grammes on a daily basis. I will organize dance parties and

"~ Sunitha

see to it that birthdays are celebrated in the auditorium .

Sharon I will start a canteen for students and 1
will see to it that teachers also wear uniform. I would start a
dormitory too.

Snisha I will introduce a system in which no
text books are used upto class V.

Heaters will be kept in every class room
during the rainy season and fans during the summer.

Susan I will not conduct tests and for energis-
ing the students, I will give them milk with bournvita every-
day.

Ninu I will see that tests are given everyday,
not on a whole chapter, but paragraphswise, so the students
become really thorough with their portions. There will be
more than one Library class a week for each class. I will also
set-up a changing rooms for girls.

Tessy I would make the labs more spacious
and I will install computers in each class room.

Thank-you.
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HIDE AND SEEK

As T crawled into the carpet which had been
rolled and kept aside, the lights went out suddenly
and someone screamed "Aaah.....! It's the power
cut! "l knew it was Manav, my brother, who is five
years older than I am.

We were playing hide and seek and Manav was
the "Den". 1 could see a streak of light coming
from the opposite room, my elder brother Gokul's
study. Gokul who is two years older than I am,
was studying and so did not join Manav and me. 1
crawled into the carpet next to Manav's study table
and screamed, "I am ready!" And as I did, I could

see the small, dark figure of Manav entering the
room.

THE SEARCH

Then he disappeared into the darkness. 1could
hear him humming a tune and the sound of things
rattling. Icould hear him walking towards the place
were I was hiding. I held my breath. "THUD!"
Manav tripped and fell down on the carpet where I
was hiding, right on to my leg! Icould not yell, so
I crawled out of the carpet in haste and pinched
Manav due to anger. Manav, who was howling at
the top of his lungs screamed louder than ever. I
was even more irritated so I pinched him again which
caused him to dash into Gokul's room.

Y

—f

UNUSUAL CREATURE

I was sure that Manav would pour out aJj thay
had happened into Gokul's ears and that both
them would start their "investigation”. Therefore |
thought it was better to find another place to hig,
So I tiptoed in to the mas'tcr bedroom and listeneq
to my brothers' conversation.

"I tripped and fell on to the carpet” begay
Manay. "I hit my head on the wall and it was paip.
ful. That is why I cried. Something bit me, |
thought it was an insect, but it bit me a second time,
and I turned around to show it away. To my horror,
I'saw a white figure with green eyes. It had a long
tongue dripping with blood. I was terrified and rap
out of the room".

I could not help laughing. How good Manay
was at exaggerating!

"I don't believe it Manav. It's simply incred-
ible"., said Gokul.

"I Swear I am telling the truth", screamed
Manav.

"But, where is Neha?", asked Gokul.
"I'm here in the bedroom", I screamed back.

"Stay there, I will bring the lamp", said Gokul.
He entered the room with the lamp and Manav fol-
lowed.

Just then came a THUD and a CRASH, which
sounded as if it came from the kitchen, Manayv and
Gokul ran to the kitchen, forgetting the lamp. I heard
aTHUD, a SHRIEK, aTHUD and a HOWL, Some-
thing weird was going on.

The lights came on and I rushed to the kitchen
to find my brothers under some vessels and our cat

Tom on the windowsill! (Guess what had hap-
pened?).

-Parvathy Jayaprakash
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A SECOND LIFE - DOES IT EXIST?

Is there something called a second life? This is a question asked by many of us. Even Science has failed
to reason out its existence. Neither has it been able to disprove all the stories floating about this syndrome.
Reincamation to this day remains a mystery, beyond the comprehension of believers and non-believers.

Here are 3 very baffling and vivid cases of reincarnation:-

1. Shanthi Devi was born in a middle class family in old Delhi. She grew up faster than children of her age.
When she was just three years old, she started narrating stories about a family living in Mathura. At first her mother
just ignored her prattling. But when she repeated it quite often and said that she was the wife of a man named
Kedarnath, her parents got curious. They checked her story and to their amazement they found it was all true.

Shanthi Devi provided extraordinary details about her past life. She could remember the colour and location of
her house, the people living there and the circumstances under which she had died in her past life. Curiosity
overcame their doubts, and her family plunged into action. A close relative professor Kishan Chand took up the
challenge. He wrote a letter to the alleged widower, Kedarnath. Her husband doubted the contents of the letter but
at the same time curiosity made him ask his cousin in Delhi to investigate the matter. The cousin arrived at Shanthi
Devi's house in disguise. But Shanthi Devi recognized him. The cousin was shocked. He invited Kedarnath to

Delhi. The husband, along with his son, visited Shanthi Devi. Though a small girl, Shanthi Devi not only acted as

a dutiful wife but also as a loving mother to her son,

2. The 13th Dalai Lama - Thupten Gyatso died at-his summer palace in Lhasa in 1933. Tibetans did not take his
death seriously. They believed that the success would be born somewhere and would reincarnate as the next success
of the line of Lamas. This had been happening uninterrupted since 1391.

The dead body-of the Lama was placed in a throne. His face was facing the south. After a few days, it was
noticed that his face had turned towards the east. The Lamas concluded that the new Lama was to be found south-
east of Lhasa. In 1936, three years after the death of the Dalai Lama the senior Lamas travelling southeast reported
the discovery of the green and golden roofs of the Kumbum Monastery, and a house with turquoise tiles in the
nearby village of Taktser. In this lived a couple with their 2 year old. ' This little boy indentified the men. The
Lamas conducted secret tests to verify the truth. The little boy answered all their questions and even recognised the
stick belonging to the 13th Dalai Lama. The Lamas were then certain that this boy was the reincarnation of the 13th
Dalai Lama. They very cautiously brought the boy to Lhasa. On the 14th day of the first month of the year of the’
Iron dragon (1940), the little boy was placed on the iron throne and was made the 14th Dalai Lama.

3. Mr and Mrs. Braborne were travelling to India for the first time. They got down at Bombay but seemed to
know the place well. '

While walking on the streets of Bombay Mr. Braborne said, "Two streets down, and we'll find De Lisle Road".
His wife gave him a queer look and said "You seem to know the place. How is that?

Mr. Braborne was himself surprised. He had never visited Bombay earlier, yet he knew the names of the
places. Mr. Braborne asked a policeman whether there was a big house at the foot of Malabar hill, with a big banyan
tree in the front. The policeman affirmed the fact but said that "it had been brought down 90 years before. My father
was a servant in that house, which had belonged to Bhan family" The name Bhan was more shocking to the
Brabornes for they had named their son, Bhan Brabome. ! : ‘

" Was Shanthi Devi the wife of Kedarnath?. Was the little boy the second life of the 13th Dalai Lama?. Was Mr.‘

Braborne the reincarnation of a member of the Bhan family? All these are unanswered questions. These and other
unique cases of reincamation are questions that neither science and technology nor fiction can explain. Unfortu-
nately nobody is able to find the logic in this. So perhaps, the mystery of reincarnation can be summed up only by
the saying that- At times truth is stranger than fiction.

from "World famous unsolved mysteries”

By Anjana Varma, Class VIII
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CAMARADERIE the Inaugral meeting May 1998

May 1998 saw the formal inauguration of
CAMARADERIE, the High Range School old &
Ex-students association, Mattupatti. It had been a
long-felt need of our old students and a dream of
our former Principal, Mr. Sarvesh Naidu.

The Annual General Body meeting of CAMA-
RADERIE was held on 25th May 1998, at the HRS
Auditorium. The meeting was attended by the Vice-
Patron of the association & Dean of studies, Mr. K.
Srinivasan the Secretary of the Association, Ms, P
Asha Chandran, the Treasurer of the association,
Mr. M.V. Narayanan and 44 old & Ex-students.

MTr. Srinivasan, in his presidential address ex-
pressed the fond hope that the organization will grow
and its activities will be meaningful & will ensure
the allround welfare of the school. He also placed
on record the efforts of Mr. Denzil Netto and Ms.

Asha Chandran in drafting the bye-laws & consti-
tution.

The following Old / Ex-students were nomi-
nated as office-bearers for the year 1998-99

M. Mahendra ('94 Batch) - President

S. Ravishankar ('95 Batch) - Committee
Member

(from amongst old students)

M. Sasi Kumar ('94Batch, Xth Std.) -
Committee Member

(from amongst ex-students)

Mr. M.V. Narayanan, in his capacity as treas-
urer, gave the audience an insight into the finance
available with CAMARADERIE as on 25th May.
He also proposed the vote of thanks.

Asha Chandran P.

4
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HELPLESS ME!

Darkness, darkness ever_vwhere,
oh! please show me light,

I'm walking all the time,

But there's no one to lead me.

I have no strength in e,

I can't walk anymore.

y Ihe water that slakes my thirst
can hold ME no more.
Compassionate eyes look at me,
But there's no helping hand.

To make me stand up,

And bring light to my life.

"Poor child", says everyone,

But there's no one to give me clothes,

And to give me a home.

I see only darkness.

Love means nothing to me,
There's nobody to love,

Nor does anybody love me

Does that mean that the world is full of hatred? '

God! help me,
I can't walk anymore
Oh! I see light far away

But I have no strength to walk.

Shaila Junis

A MIGHTY WISH

I wish like a bird, I could fly,
Fluttering wings up in the sky,
Tearing the wind and soaring high,
Free for ever till 1 die.

Nothing to care, nothing 1o fear,
No whispers of sorrow will I hear,
| Enjoying life that is so dear,
Wztlz the mighty sky to me, so near.
Deep in me, is. t/us desire,
Steadily burning like the fire,

A pazr of wings will you htre?

That I'll ﬂy higher and hzgher

I will have the pleasant world beneath me,

Colourful pictures will I see,

Singing chorus with the bumble bee,

Resting a while on the riverside tree,

A lot of things will I do,
Countless, not just one or two,
Now [ ask this question to you
will my dream ever come true?
I know very well as you say,
To this I will not find a way '
Wishing to get a golden ray,
I'will be walking by the bay.
Lonely by the beach side sand,
You'll find me on this endless land,
Till you lend me a helping hand,

With your lovely magic wand.

-C. Mukila, 1996 Batch.
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DEW DROPS

The winter morning chill and cold,
Rising sun wakes leaves that fold,
The tiny leaves that proudly hold,

Dew drops that shine like gold.
Light that enters tiny dew,
Makes it glow a lovely blue,
L'take it with my tiny hand,
The precious stone on the land.
Could I make a crown of dew,
And be the Queen of a lovely few,
One of them could be you and

I would rule the world so new.

-C. Mukila, 1996 Batch.

THE TRANSITION FROM A PROTECTED
ENVIRONMENT TO A WORLD OF OUR OWN

High Range School, Ah, it conjures up an im-
age of happy smiling faces, love and affection, to-
getherness, in a protected and guarded atmosphere.
There we grew up unaffected by the outside forces.
We were in a world of our own. May be, an illu-
sionary one. But it was a wonderful feeling all the
way. The principal, the teachers and whoever mat-
tered to us, pampered us to the core. We grew up
like normal children, thoroughly spoiled. The Tata
culture taught us human values and it gave us an
insight into the sufferings of our fellow beings.
Since we had children from all walks of life, iteven
gave an opportunity for parents to interact and un-
derstand their subordinates better. We are a one
Big family at the High Range School.

From the serene and picturesque atmosphere
of Munnar, I came down to the heat and dust of
Cochin and into college. It was a totally different

experience for me. The threat of ragging loomed
large in my mind. But when the D' day came, we
realized that it was required to a certain extent to
break the ice, so to say. The misconceptions you
had were totally unfounded. You slowly learn to
face the world bravely. The friendship you experi-
ence is not the same as in High Range. Your life
begins to take shape. Your aims and goals become
clearer to you. When my parents used to tell me to
enjoy my childhood while I could, I never gave ita
second thought. But now, I realize that time never
stops for anyone. Even though college is total free-
dom for you to do your own thing, you realize that
you require the constant bickering of your peers at
times to enjoy that freedom to the full! The mess
food and the fast food from various unhygienic
joints, we relish without even a whimper (My moth-
ers delicious dishes, served with love, we never
appreciated).

18
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The occasional matinees on the sly, gives pep-
per and sultto the proceedings! We feel sad at times
when we see time running away from us at a hst
pace, When we are thus far, we feel a longing to be
with our parents, We begin to appreciate the hard
work they putin to keep us happy. We feel sad for
the number of times we have hurt their feelings.
May be when we get back home, we might come
back again to square one! But for the time being its
the new found freedom what we are after!

Decepthi Johny, St. Theresas College
Ist D.C Literature

AESOPS' FABLES
RETOLD

When 1 learnt about HRS bringing out its An-
nual Magazine in March this year and that it had
invited articles for the ‘Camaraderie’ pages from old
students, 1 kept thinking about what to write. 1
wanted to send a write up but due to my busy sched-
ule I kept putting it off.

Last week over the phone my mother gave me
an ultimatum, just before ending with a bye 'All the
best' as usual she said, "Dheiya I'm still expecting
the article from you'.

I came back to my room and told my roomie
"Down memory Lane' - I am sure many of us after
leaving HRS have written about it. Ididn't want to
repeat that. So what shall I write about?” She teased
me "Dheivya, the best thing is to write on is Acsops
Fables. Why not the Hare and the Tortoise?" and

that set me thinking.

Yes, why not?

Take the story of the Hare and the Tortoise,
The Tortoise finally crossed the finish line before
the hare and won the race.

A typical ending for an Aesops' fable told, to
instil moral values like honesty, integrity, kindness,
modesty etc. in individuals. But in today's highly
cut throat and compeletive world and the power

Al

o g

h
hungry, jealous world do these fables really develop
the correct competitive attitude?

If fables were modified in keeping with present
times, I feel they may sound something like this-

"

T'he tortoise won the race and was declared
the fastest animal, However many other animals
didn't think so. The ostrich and deer in particular
who thought the tortoise did not deserve the tittle
challenged him to a race. The tortoise had to race
against all of them and of course lost. Disgraced in
public the poor tortoise had to leave the forest.

Moral - Don't make waves if you win by fluke.

Another example is the story of the wind and
the sun! As per Aesops' fable the sun won the chal-
lenge by making the traveller remove his coat.

Now think of it the other way round. In the
return challenge, the bet was to see who made the
traveller wear the coat. However much the sun
shone bright and hot, he couldn't succeed in his
mission. But the wind with its cool breeze made
the traveller wear the coat in a jiffy. It was an easy
win for the wind this time. The sun had to hang his
head in shame.

Moral - Winning is easy

Maintaining it is difficult.

T. Dheivya, S.Y.BCS.
Fergusson College
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Alisha and Alice were walking through an olive
grove. Sunlight danced among the shadows of the ol-
ive trees and the happy chirping of birds could be heard.

"Why I never knew life was worth living until
now". exclaimed Alice who was city-bred and had never
seen the countryside. This was the first time she was
visiting her cousin, Alisha who lived in the country-
side village of Moonstone.

As they were walking, they came across some wild
strawberries.

"Lets pick some strawberries” Alisha said

“Fine" replied her Cousin.

They had brought a big basket with them and they
collected strawberries till the basket was full.

Soon they were tired and so they sat down on a
grassy bank near a tiny stream.

"Can you hear a sound, Alice?", asked Alisha all
of a sudden. Alice jumped.

“Listen carefully. Can't you hear a tiny sound,
Alice?".

Both of them listened Yes, a tiny whimpering
sound seemed to be coming from the other side of the
stream. "Come, lets find out what it is", Alisha pulled
her cousin and they walked through the stream and
reached the other side.

They soon came across a small bundle feer of fur.
"Why!" exclaimed Alice, "It's a tiny pup!”, Alisha had
already lifted the tiny thing onto her lap.

~ "Don't!", screamed Alice, "It's bleeding, it might
bite you!” .

"Don't be silly Alice, can't you see this pup has no
energy to bite me?", asked Alisha scornfully.

"It's bleeding too", she added.

"Well Alisha, just dump it there and come, lets go
home".

"Certainly not. We are taking it to Moonstone farm
with us. I'll ask Daddy to treat this poor pup", said
Alisha.

"As you wish Alisha", said Alice. And they hur-
ried back home with the pup.
~ "Dad, just look at this pup! It's bleeding profusely!
Please do something about it, Dad!", begged Alisha.

Her father knew a lot about animals because he

managed Moonstone farm and the farm was full of ani-

mals.

"Can I keep this pu
begged Alisha.

"You may, pr
sance"”, said her father

Of course not, father. [ shal

said fondling the pup’s ears. ' .
Alisha's cousin soon had to g0 to the city again

and she was very sad about it.

The pup soon grew up into a handsome sheep dog
and he was named Shadow. He was specially trained
to herd sheep and it soon became a skilled sheep dog.

Shadow used to accompany Alisha everywhere,
While going to school, he ever used to carry her school
satchel in his mouth. ‘ ‘

One day, while Alisha and Shadow had gone out
to play in one of their thyme fields, a gale broke out. It
started pouring. Alisha and Shadow hurried towards
home. Alisha had forgotten that the field had a great
ditch in it. She ran across the field and all of a sudden
she felt herself lose her hold and slip into the great
ditch. Crash! She landed in a pool of dirty water. She
was quite stunned by her fall and it took her sometime
to recover from her shock. Shadow was waiting impa-
tiently for her at the edge of the ditch.

Alisha didn't know what to do. Suddenly she re-
alised that the water level in the ditch was rising. It
was till her shin now, she became quite panic stricken.
After all, what could she do?

Suddenly an idea struck her, It was her last hope!

"Shadow", she called, loudly. He wagged his tail.
It had started raining rather heavily. Both Alisha and
Shadow were fully drenched.

"Shadow, go find Daddy", she said. "go, find
Daddy!" Shadow wagged his tail and ran off.

The thyme field was very far from Moonstone
farm, a good one mile away. It would take Shadow an
hour to reach there, she calculated.

By this time, water level had risen upto her waist.
She.desperately started yelling for help at the top
of her voice. But no one came. She suddenly realised

that there was a farm about half a mile from there and
farmer there knew her quite well, She cursed herself

p, Dad? It has nowhere to go”,

ovided you don't let it become a nui-

| train him well”, Alisa
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for having told Shadow to go to Moonstone farm. By
the time he arrived with help, she would have drowned!.

The water level started rising gradually, Soon the
water had reached upto her neck. She shuddered at the
thought of drowning. It would take Shadow half an
hour to return with help!.

Suddenly she could hear the sound of scurrying
feet ar3d saw the face of Mr. Mathew, the farmer from
the neighbouring farm peering down at her.

"Good grief! How did you reach here, Alisha?
asked Mr. Mathew shocked and stunned at seeing her
in the ditch with water uptil her neck!.

fo) ol RANGE Sp,
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"I slipped”, replied Alisha, her tecth chattering
because of the cold.

Soon she was hauled to safety by Mr. Mathew and
his helpers.

"Thank God, the dog dragged me here in time",
said Mr. Mathew.

"Oh! so he didn't go to Moonstone farm!”, she
said, very happy and surprised, "He must have thought
the better of it".

And from then on, Shadow was the apple of eve-
ryone's eye!

-Aathira P, Class VIII

A BETTER INDIA FOR FUTURE CITIZENS

India, the world's largest democracy and the
seventh largest country is regarded as a developing
country. But there are many drawbacks prevailing
in our motherland which slow down our country’s
development. The problems are mainly - popula-
tion explosion, communal discord, unwise use of
resources and pollution.

We, the children of India today, are the citi-
zens of India's tomorrow. Don't we, the younger
generation, want to live in arich, lush, green, clean
India where there is abundant wildlife and a sense
of brotherhood among its citizens? To make our
dream come true, we have to solve the problems
that India faces today.

Population explosion:

India is the second most populated country in
the world. Due to this, many problems like illit-
eracy, poverty etc. arise. More effective Family
Planning programmes can lower India's population,
especially in the rural areas where the advantages
of having only one or two children should be

explained,
Communal discord:

India is a secular country. However, there is
disunity between members of different religions.
Only by developing a sense of brotherhood among
the citizens can we solve this problem.

Unwise use of resources:

Our country is rich in many natural resources.
We should use them wisely. For example, if

_Indians stop destroying beautiful forests and an-

cient monuments, our tourism ministry would grow
wealthier. India was once a country in which man
had lived in harmony with nature. Now it is a coun-
try in which animals are killed for their fur etc. Even
our national animal the tiger and some species of
animals which are found only in India, fall victims
to poachers whose only aim is making money by
violating laws. This can be prevented by strictly
enforcing the existing laws.

Pollution:

Pollution causes many diseases. Vehicles and
factories pollute the air and this is harmful to those
who inhale this polluted air. Planting a lot of trees,
which purify the air, can reduce this.

"To conclude we as citizens of India, should
Join hands to solve the problems confronting us.
Now we are children and so we should try to do
better in academics, be optimistic and make our be-
loved Mother India proud of us.

Parvathy Jayaprakash, Class VII
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When I went to Bangalore during my last va-
cation, it was very hot there. My mother wanted us
to learn swimming. At first I thought it would be
fun. But after an accident that happened on the first
day, 1hated the very idea. This is what happened.
I went to the swimming pool. The water was green
and very beautiful. As I was about to change into
my swimsuit. a tall and handsome man come to-
wards us. I guessed that he was the coach. He
asked my sister and me to get warmed up as the

Excellence requires ceaseless hard work and
| persistence till the task is accomplished. Our
il social, spiritual and cultural merits are due to our
incessant efforts for excellence.

| Mabharishi Dyananda had an a excellent phy-
1‘ [ sique. Once a young man who was very impressed
by his physique, asked the Mabharishi, "Sir, can a

Religion and caste become t

Their own countrymen in this course they neglect.

Our religion should reign supreme they declare

With this blind aim they shout and glare.

th

Is often disturbed by violence and harm.
Humans sweat, toil and fight,

But often neglect their own right.
he major cause for conflict

6w.721>~5h';°
LK4

If the blood of religion is drained away from our c‘oun{rymen

Peace and prosperity, for ever will reign supreme.

Nithya, Class X1I

AN ACCIDENT

water was very cold. I ran one round, feeling on
top of the world. with the gentle breeze blowing
against my face. While on my second round 1
watched the other children learning how to swim
and while I was doing that I never noticed an iron
pole ahead of me. Bong! I ran into the iron pole. I
was knocked unconscious for about 5 minutes. My
mouth was bleeding and I was badly hurt. That is
the reason I hate the idea of learning how to swim.

Varun Sudhindra, Class V

STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

lean and thin person like me become as robust as
you are"?. The Swamiji smiled and told him, "Why
not; everything is possible by virtue of determina-
tion. Itis a well known fact that whatever we are
t_oday is only due to our determination. Determina-
tion is the real power by which we can achieve what
we want to do. Nothing is unattainable in the
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world™, This statement of Maharishi Dayanundn
infused a new desive and enthusiasm in the mind of
the young man, From that day onwards he worked
hard and achieved his goal,

We, the students of the present day world must
realise the advantages of achieving oxcellence in our
chosen field, and develop a positive attitude towards
it. We must be sensitive 1o the need to attain excel-
lence and beware of the ills of medioerity,

We should always try to do our best, in what-
ever tisk we tuke up, keeping perfection in mind!
Let this become our habit, for once it does, we won't
need Lo put in any amount of extra effort to achieve
perfection. Let our eyes not be satisfied until we
have produced our best. |

ANG#

GO TANGE g

¢\ ")
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You must study for quality petformance in nca-
demics, work to excel at sports and in all other
activities of life. Achicving excellence in one ficld
does not mean neglecting the others.  We must
participate in different uctivities but choose one that
we are the best at,

You are well nware that the world is becoming
increasingly competitive day by day. You have to
work really hard to get the desired results, Unless
we work hard to achieve excellence in our chosen

field, we will be left behind.

Archana Sambathrajan, Class VII

A POET'S WISH

Lonely and lonely he thinks away
Sitting by the bank of the river
He dreams away
Writing his sorrows
By way of pen
As he didn't succeed in his life us a man
He writes about the birds
As he wishes to be free like them
He writes about the cuckoo
As he wishes to sing like it
He writes about the peacock
As he wishes to be beautiful like it.
But I'll write about him

As I wish to be a poet like him!

. Ahila Priyadarshini, Class IX
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JUST A CRAZY WISH !

Licking cups of Ice-cream,

I suddenly heard a scream.

Oh No! that was the alarm'ringing,
Reminding me that I was dreaming.
I wish I were a "SHEPHERD",
Sitting under tree sleeping all day,
No worrying about the future, no hurrying
away.

But it's my duty to give him a call,
For the wonderful life on this ball.
If I were given this world to rule,

I swear, there would not be any

"SCHOOL"

Sandhya S., Class IX

I WISH I WERE...

When the noon bell rings,

Lunch boxes are opened.

Looking out, the swift flow of the river I see,
Carrying along many, many boats with glee.
A gentle melody reaches my ears,

As I hear the boatman's lonely song.

His work is so peaceful,

With nature all around,

But I'in a cage,

Write page after page.

Moving the oars

With so much of ease,

How I wish I were him to do what I please.

Varsha S., Class IX
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THE POWER CuT

It was a very cold. serene, moonlit night. Mrs.
Ann- an old window of 70 was in her bedroom. There
was a candle lit on the table as it was 'Power Cut' time.
She was knitting a sweater for an orphan next door.
"Power cuts’ had always frightened her. As she remem-
bered her only son Jack, tears rolled down her cheeks.
He'd left her at the age of 20. Her husband had died
when Jack was five. From that day onwards Jack was
the life and soul of Mrs. Ann.

As a child Jack was very intelligent and always
stood first in the class in his school days. During his
childhood Ann had never forgotten to tell him moral
stories and teach him good values. She worked in a
bank in the city. She just lived for her son and strove
hard to give him everything that he wanted. When he
was 18, he joined one of the elite colleges in the city.
After some months, he had begun to behave rather
strangely. She became suspicious about him. One day,
she asked him why he had behaved so rudely and to
her shock he retorted using obscene words. She was
really shocked. From that day onwards the troubled
mother prayed that he might change. He began to come
home late and ignored her. She was very sad. One day,
he came home at 8.00 p.m when she was taking his
usual cup of coffee to him, the power went off. By the
time, she had gone to light a candle,-he'd left home
with some of her valuables. From then onwards, she
had never seen him.

There was not a day, she hadn't prayed for his well-
being. She shifted residence from the city to its out-
skirts. She resigned and from then on lived a rather
frugal life. She gave generously to orphans and poor
widows in the neighbourhood. Years later, she learnt
why Jack had changed so much.” He taken to dmgs as
he'd fallen into bad company.

All these thoughts just flashed in her tortured
mind. She never knew how quickly time passed by.
The power supply had come on, but today she felt unu-
sually tired. She just slept with the lights on. After
some time, the servant girl came and told her that din-
ner was ready. She said that she didn't want anything
other than a glass of milk.

By 9.p.m. she heard the sound of a car approach-
ing the small cottage. The door-bell rang and the girl
opened the door to find a handsome man and a lady.
They enquired about Mrs. Ann. The girl ushered them
in to the visitors lounge and woke her mistress up.
When she saw the man, her eyes lit up. Yes- she had
recognised him. It was her son - Jack. She embraced
him and tears of happiness rolled down her cheeks. He
then introduced the lady to his mother. It was his wife-
Linda.

He then narrated the story of his life late into the
night. At first he'd led a luxurious life with the valu-
ables like "The Prodigal son’. When the money ran out
his friends deserted him. At that time, in deep distress,
he'd even thought of committing suicide and so had
walked into a very busy road. He was hit by a truck
but had survived. No one came to his help at that time
except for Linda. She'd taken him to the nearest clinic,
looked after him and even paid his bills at the hospital.
After about a year he was fit again. He was no longer a
drug addict. A new chapter had started in his life. He
took up a job in a good company and life went on.

Meanwhile, Linda explained why she helped him.
Her only brother had died in a road accident as no one
had come to his aid immediately.

When Mrs. Ann heard all this, her happiness knew
no bounds. She embraced her too, By this time, dinner
was ready. The mother, son and 'daughter ate their
dinner together and then all of them retired to their
rooms for the night.

Mrs. Ann however was feeling very tired, after all
this excitement. She felt a pain in her chest and started
sweating. She called Jack who immediately whisked
her to hospital but she died on the way

God had taken the happy soul to paradise leaving
the dear little ones in tears, but Jack was happy that he
had seen his mother alive,

The incomplete sweater now remains as a relic in
Jack's bedroom in remembrance of his dear mother who
had striven so hard for him.

Tessy Thampy, Class XII
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\ THE CHEETAHS

can run at a great speed of about 110 kms. per hour.
Ft hunts t?y prowling quietly, through the grass until
k 1L nears its prey. Then it swiftly rushes in to kill.

l Cheetahs have long legs. Its skin is brownish
; yellow with black spots. It weighs more than 45
kgs. Its head and body is about 1 m. long and the
tail measures about 0.5m. Most adult Cheetahs live
alone. Observation of wild Cheetahs indicate that
adults may claim a territory as their own and keep
other Cheetahs out. Male and female Cheetahs meet
only briefly to mate. After the pregnancy period of
about three months, the female gives birth to two or
four cubs. More than half of all Cheetah cubs are
killed by hyenas, leopards, and lions. Those that
survive remain with their mother for about 15

\ Cheetahs belong to the Cat family. A Cheetah
a

I must go to school
| 4.00 p.m at home is their rule
Everyday 1 see through the window pane
An artist painting
Often creating
s ' ‘ He does what he likes with his brush
' so gently and softly without any rush
His paintings depend on whatever he sees
Nobody questions him, unlike me
" [ wish I were an artist on his way

Rather than going to school all day

months. During this time they learn to hunt. Ther,
is a strong bond between the mother and the cub;,

Cheetahs usually hunt by day. They prefe;
particularly young antelopes. The Cheetah uses hi
great speed to run down its prey after stalking ji
Cheetahs may have their dead prey taken from they
by hyenas, leopards and lions.

Cheetahs once inhabited grassy plains through-
out Africa and across the Middle East in to central
Asia and India. Since the early 1900's their num.
bers have declaimed rapidly. This decline has oc-
curred chiefly because the plains have been changed
into farming and manufacturing areas. Today sub-
stantial number of Cheetahs remain only in the plains
of central and eastern Africa.

| from 'Childrens' World Book'
l Anirudh Varma, Class III

WISH... I ENVY
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Kavitha, Class IX
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OH! IT WAS A DREAM

I was lying by the brink of a sparkling stream
with the moon's reflection smiling at me. My friend
was sleeping on the soft grass. I was watching the
starry sky when suddenly I noticed a small silvery
object in the midst of the twinkling stars. It started
coming nearer and nearer to us. After a few sec-
onds it was clearly visible and I realised that it was
astrange flying saucer. Itried to wake up my friend
who was by then snoring loudly. But I couldn't. I
splashed some water on his face. He jumped up
and muttered some words, then fell back into a deep
slumber. In a few minutes, it started hovering above
the woods. I couldn't do anything to help my friend,
so I took cover behind the bushes. The strange ship
landed on the other side of the stream. Then 2
strange looking creatures jumped out of it. They

had two antennas on their heads and funny looking
knobs on their semi-metallic chests. They pointed
at the stream and then took a ray gun and aimed it
at the stream. They shot at the stream, And lo! It
disappeared. Then they crossed the dried up stream
and approached my friend. They shot my friend
too and he suddenly woke up!. He started to yawn.
They then caught him and dragged him towards the
flying saucer. 1could no longer stand it. I gathered
courage and jumped out of the bushes and stood in
front of them. They took out their funny ray gun
and fired at me. I fell down with a loud thud, not
on the banks of the stream but from my bed. Oh! It
was only a dream! Only a figment of my imagina-
tion!.

Jayesh J. Unnithan, Class VIII

TO DISMISS OR NOT TO DISMISS

The following debate won the second place at
the Inter-school debate held at St. Peters Sr. Sec-
ondary School on 1st Dec. 1998. To dismiss or
not to dismiss a democratically elected govern-
ment - that is the question. The answer can only
be a resounding yes, when one takes into account
ona
deeper level, it's a question of accountability. In
other words, no one is above the law.

" A brief journey into democratic features would
help make this clearer. In a ‘democracy’, the people
elect their representatives in full faith. What hap-
pens then..., when there is rampant corruption,
nebotism, misgovernment and total collapse of law
and order?

Do we meekly wait in the wings, till the term
comes to an end? Most definitely not. When the
above scenario rears its ugly head, it warrants the
‘immediate dismissal of any democratically elected
government.

Let's now take the recent case of the Bihar govt,

which the BJP had plans to dismiss. The state re-
flects the lowest growth in the country at a pathetic
1.7%. And a staggering 50% of the population lives
below the poverty line.

It is neither relevant, nor wholesome to sup on
horrors, for the list of atrocities is endless...

So do we just lie low and gape, allowing the
reign of atrocities to go on?.... we'd better not.

If ever there was a state govt. that invited the
use of article 356, pertaining to this, it was undoubt-
edly Bihar. For... never in India's chequered history
has an administration treated an entire state as a
personal fiefdom and neglected its basic duties to
the people who elected it, so callously. Never has
the government been so neck deep in corruption
and crime.

The people of Bihar remain the poorest and
the most benighted in the country. To visit the state
is to go back fifty years into the past. In India's
history of democracy, no one has so completely be-
trayed the trust of the people or so brazenly demon-

———
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Strated his contempt for the law and constitution of
India.

The people are the ones to elect their govt, and
if the "democratically elected govt.", proves to be
inefficient and incompetent, I think, it is only ap-
propriate, that those people wake up, realize their
folly, and take immediate steps to terminate the gov-
ernment's reign,

Unless we, the people of the largest democ-
racy in the world, exercise our rights to their extent,
and punish corrupt governments, we can never, ever,
hope for such a democratic govt, which will put the
country's interests before its own, and work for a
better India.

When a govt. is supposed to be a so called "de-
mocracy”, it had also better be "for" the people.

Moreover, India cannot be termed a full-fledged
democracy, since around half the population abstain
from voting. So where does the question of a demo-
cratically "elected" govt. come into existence?

There 1s no question of choice here - if a shoe
pinches, throw it, and if a government fails, dis-
miss it. I conclude by insisting, that the only way
to uphold the spirit of democracy in such a case is
to dismiss it.

Thank you.
Jyotika Lal, Class XI

Should a democratically elected government be
dismissed, for, politically it opens a Pandara's box
in a country that is teeming with problems galore.
Dismissal here is a direct reference to centre-state
ties which has been escalating almost out of con-
trol. The use of article 356 to dismiss democrati-
cally elected governments has had a long history of
abuse and it hangs like the sword of Damocles over
elected governments.

No, a democratically elected government
should not be dismissed.

The basic tenet of democracy lies in free elec-

—R

e a chance to chOOSe
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X

tions which gives the peopl
their leaders.

When the provision of emergency powers
the president was i ntroduced many members of i,
constitment Assembly were apprf:henswe_ The Iy,
minister Mr. B.R. Ambedkar tried tq allay thog
fears with an assurance "The proper thing we ougy,

ect is that such articles will never be calle4

0 ex . ;
{0 exp will remain a degg

into operation and that they
letter”

Howevef it remains a promise unfulfilled. Prio,
to the 1967 general elections that ended Congreg;
dominance, Article 356 was used on 10 occasiong
5 in Kerala alone. In the subsequent 3 decades
President's rule has been imposed for an unbeliey.
able 84 times in 24 states after dismissing electeq

governments.

These range from as early as 1951 when Pup.
jab became the first state government to be dismissed
to the dismissal of 9 Congress ruled states by the
newly elected Janata government in 1977. From
the arbitrary dismissal of the N.T. Rama Rao gov-
ernment to the preposterous sacking of the Suresh
Mehta government in Gujarat in 1996, that too, af-
ter he had proved his majority in the Assembly. The
instances are many where the government has used
Article 356 on the flimsiest of grounds - thereby
making a mockery of the very concept of democ-
racy.

Isn't this an indication of a deep rooted ma-
laise in Indian politic? The picture that emerges is
of a centre that tyranically cracks the whip at those

who refuse to toe the line Isn't this contrary to the
democratic ideal?

Many a time has the government acted upon
recommendations of the subjective assessment of
governors. The unhealthy precedent of the newly
elected governors being protege's of the centre has
also come to stay. How can one expect anything
other than subjectivity from such appointees? The
supreme Court has ruled in the S.R. Bommai ver-
sus Union of India case that the, people and only
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the people who elected a government have the ri ight

to punish it. And rightfully this pumshmem will
have to be at the hustings,

Now political considerations aside let's con-
sider the implications of such dismissals to the com-

mon man. The burden on him is already heavy what

with illiteracy, poverty, malnutrition and the strug-
gle to make ends meet, his very survival is a battle.
To him elections would only mean- more taxes -
something which he can ill afford. Shouldn't these
million's spent on frequent elections be put to con-

m

structive use in the upliftment of the common man.
The answer can only be an emphatic- yes.

Thus, on the basis of political grounds it is
evident that such frequent dismissals and subsequent
changes will sound the death knell of democracy in
its truest sense.

Economically, since the financial crunch is ul-
timately borne by the man in the street I conclude
that any democratically elected government should
not be dismissed.

Anu Kurien, Class XI

DO YOU KNOW !!!

Everybody knows that birds migrate. But there
are some butterflies which migrate like the Mon-
arch butterfly. It spends the winter along the Gulf
of Mexico and other southern areas. In spring the
young female lays her eggs on the milkweed plants
that have begun to grow. The caterpillars that hatch
from the eggs feed on the milkweed leaves. When
the adult butterflies develop, they fly some distance
north. There they mate and lay eggs on the
milkweed that has just begun to grow, with the ad-
vance of spring. It means that within a few months
time, several generations of monarch butterflies
travel farther and farther north in search of
milkweed. By the time it is late summer and the
monarch butterflies reach Canada, they are not the
original ones that started out - but descendants of
them.

There is a species of insect called cicada which
enjoys a longer life than many members of the ani-
mal kingdom- It actually lives for 17 years. It sleeps
in the ground for 17 years, comes out to enjoy only
five weeks of life in the sun and then dies. It is the
male cicada who makes that shrill sound we hear in
the countryside. This variety of cicada is found
only inthe US. =~

Do you know how a fly walks on the ceiling?
The fly walks tiptoe on 2 claws that are attached to
the base of the foot. Sticky pads under the claws
allow the fly to walk upside down on the ceiling or
anywhere else with great ease. It is because of these
sticky pads and the hairs on the legs that the fly is
such a carrier of disease germs.

Nithya Krishnan, Class VI

EXAMINATIONS

- Examination is a creation
Where in maths comes fraction
And in English comes diction
And in Physics comes motion
In Computers comes version
In History comes tension

In Economics comes mention
In Biology comes Nutrition

In Geography comes location

What is Examination?

It is a specification

Where you undergo so much friction
That can be overcome by determination
Oh! you terrible examination

Move away from students’ station

Or you'll kill the nation

by causz’ng students’ annihilation

Sheeja, Class X
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e Mysore, for its water resources,
L ?;i’%:‘ Punjab, its pride are its fighters,
Maharashtra, it's the home of writers,
Madhya Pradesh is rich in' mines,

~ Rajasthan is the land of sand dunes

0] T:' Uttar Pradesh abounds in cultivated land, /
Vishakapatnam is known for its port, —’lti
Himachal, the state abounds in pines,
Madurai, the city of temples,

That's what India is,

A beautiful place to live in!

N. Nandakumar, Class V

THE MALABAR PUFFER FISH

The Malabar Puffer Fish was discovered by
Hora and Nair in 1941 from the river Pampa in
Kerala. This strange fish is one of the endangered
fish of Kerala. The Malabar puffer fish is a famous
aquarium fish. They live in fresh water eco-sys-
tems such as rivers streams, canals and rice fields.
Most of the relatives of this species inhabit tropical
and sub-tropical oceans.

The body of this fish is oblong and compressed
laterally, both dorsal and ventral profiles are arched.
The body does not have an outer protective coat of
scales. but it is covered with smooth skin. Its eyes
are large. lateral and it is situated in the middle of
the head and covered by adipose eyelids. Instead

of common teeth, the fish has two broad tooth plates
on each jaw.

Their favourite food is molluscs.

Their body is greyish in colour. Usually two
black oval patches appear on the upper lateral sur-
face of the body in front of the dorsal fin. Irregular
black patches also appear in various parts of its body.
Colours of different specimens vary considerably.

The Malabar Puffer Fish is a lovely specimen
for the home aquarium and is quite friendly towards
other fish.

Meril B. Paul, Class VI
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OUR MOTHER EARTH
When in history destroying buildings and hurting people
was our Mother Earth born? Just to stop Pakistan playing in India,
when in the future # Oh! Mother Earth is being polluted

will we ever solve this puzzle? her rivers, her valleys and her beauty
Is it now or in the next millennium? : are polluted by us alone
Let us think, think and think Our Mother Earth is like a dustbin

of our Mother Earth Where all the rubbish is thrown

who is a home to countless We must try to stop this

people, birds and animals. We need saviors who will be kind to all living

Start thinking now! things
How kind she is! We can also elect saviors
By stopping people from voting for criminals of

War, Destruction and pollution

o

the highest order

h! How terrible to think
o - who look only for their own profit.

Mother Earth being destroyed
o . We should bring Captain Planet

»will Mother Earth
How wi Who is the real hero

withstand all these.
7 on cartoon network to stop all

The war between the USA and Iraq 0 _ ' '
this war, destruction and pollution

throwing bombs on our Mother Earth '
We must be the real planetarians

will cause a lot of tragedy.

The Shiva Sena group, the worst of all 2

Who will save our Mother Earth

JSrom being destroyed.

Anna Mary Mathew & Meril B. Paul, Class VI

NATURE

We have wonderful nature They spoil the greenery

With birds, flowers and animals with heaps of waste around.

And the green grass around Alas! God given nature

With water falls, streams and rivers. - gets the great torture

Noel ~vk&

Anjali G.S., Class V

' ' .
Oh' men are cruel, Jrom human beings around
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A GOOD CITIZEN

et e S T R T e

A good Citizen is an asset to the nation. He
needs to imbibe many qualities. It is true that he
has some duties and responsibilities to bear but at
the same time he enjoys some rights and privileges.
He had every right to participate in the judicial, le-
gal, political and social affairs of the nation. He
h'as some responsibilities too. Not to injure the sen-
uments of others and to protect the weak against
the strong. To stand by the state under all condi-
tions is his foremost duty. A good citizen must be

ready to sacrifice every thing for the sake of his
mother land.

He should respect the cultural heri.tage of hig
country. He must raise the standard of living in hjg
country by working with honesty. The defepce of
the country is the supreme duty of a _gooc% Citizen,
He must live in peace and harmony with his neigh.
bours and his fellow citizens. Unity of the natiop
should be his motto. A good citizen should have
spirit of co-operation, should be dedicated ang
devoted his fellow men.

Arun W. & Kirubha David Raj
Class VII]

—

ORANGE

Orange is my favourite colour
Orange is my favourite fruit
And the carrots which I eat

The sweater which I wear
The colour of the fire
And the spots on Barbies' dress
The Jelebies I love
the stone in my necklace
And the colour of the setting sun .

Asha Mary Kurien, Class V

WHICH COLOUR
SHOULD I HAVE?

Can | have red for the roses which are beautiful?
Can 1 have green for the valleys that are lush?
Can I have vellow for the feathers of love birds?

Can I have orange for delicious oranges,
Which make me hungry.
Can I have pink for my sister’s birthday frock?
Can [ have white for my mother’s cap,
Can 1 have black for my father's moustache
'Who turns it whenever he gets angry.

Anna Babu, Class V

GREEN IS...

Green is the colour of beauty
Green is all over the earth
Green is a beautiful colour

And the one which I like the most.
Green is my pullover's colour
Which keeps me warm throughout
Green is the colour of paddy fields
Green is the colour of leaves.
Green is like the emerald
Which casts an enchanting glow
Green is in India’s tri colour
Green, Green - Life's colour!

Mittu Rajeev, Class V

RED IS..........

Apple, frock, bag, stool
Pencil box, and bat and ball.

Cherry, plum, bicycle

Books, toys, pen, pencil,

T-shirt, shirt, book cover

Sun, wall, soldier suit.
Bed sheet, pillow case

And of course my blanket that is soft

Anjali G.S., Class V
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.lhnaugural function of Outreach -
programme at Madupatti Dam site
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Class VIl - Students with Teachers A
at'Black Thunder'
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i Light for (ife i
-Plants always grow towards tl\é'lighl.‘cvcn I, like this plant, 'llicy. have to grow | .
- round corners to reach it Lightds very tmportant for life, plunts need light (o grow
and we need to eat plants, or antmals that eat plants to stay alive. =~

Krishnendu 8., Gluss Iy g5

1

DREAM TEAM

A Sachin with his power

o

Adayasupiya with his fire works
an Aravinda with his strokes
A Lara with his reconds
A Mark with his flair
A Pollock so accurate
A Healy with hiy leaps
An Akram with his vorkers
A Warne with his turns
A Saqlain with his surprises
A Donald with his lightning pace

And it's the team of my dreams

Sharun George, Class VII

There are some people who are unreasonably afraid of common objects or life situations, such as closed spaces, great
heights, darkness, etc. This abnormality is termed as *Phobia’ by doctors.

Phobia is a special type of anxiety state caused by specific irritational fears of certain objects or situations. A victim of
this abnormality would cut down his normal activities to avold the feared object or situation.

The main types of phoblas are:

1. Fear of water - hydrophobia

2. Fear of darkness - nyctophobia

3. Fear of animals - zoophobla

4, Fear of height - aerophobia

5. Fear of closed places - claustrophobla.

According to Dr. Sigmund Freud, the proponent of 'Psychoanalysis', a branch of psychology, phobias are current fears
that substitute for other fears from a person's childhood.

Today, doctors treat people with phobias by helping them to recall the original incident that produced the fear. If the
disorder is not severe, it can be treated by behavioural therapy which includes a positive approach and considerate attitude of

the family members towards the patient. )
¥ Collected & Compiled by : Parvathy Jayaprakash, Std. Vil

.
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As our final exam were over, we were all look-
ing forward to an exciting tour to Black Thunder.

Thirty of us from class VIII accompanied by
Mr. and Mrs. Sambathrajan and Mrs. Sushma
Unnithan started on 10th Feb. at 7.30 a.m from the
Regional Office. We stopped for lunch at Pollachi
and we reached Mettupalayam at about 1.30 p.m.
We went to Mrs. Rajeswari Sambathrajan's house
which was our home base, and after getting ready
for the water games, we headed straight for Black
Thunder.

At Black Thunder there were both land and
water games. In the land games there was the dragon
coaster, the giant wheel and the tora-tora etc. etc....

In the water games, there was the water slide,
the 'waves' and another water slide which goes with
twists and turns and bumps. A maximum of two
people are allowed to sit on a float and they would

\ be pushed down this slide. This was great fun. Even
i though we here a bit apprehensive to begin with, it
wurned out to be so much of fun and excitement.

We had at least three rounds of each game.

We felt sad to leave but we knew we had, an-
other exciting trip in store the next day - 'Ooty".

When did the Lion eat the Prime Minister?
Why is 6 frightened of 77

What does a ghost ask another ghost?
Which dress helps you to locate people?

B e

The bus which travelled the longest?

]
e "
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OUR TRIP TO BLACK

=

THUNDER

m the next morn.
oty at7 2
We startcd out t0 Ooty Coonoor. After tha

t at
eal;gﬁicached there at about 10
a

Ooty lake fora boatrifie.
enjoyable ride on a minj
There Was also a place

e of us went horseriding.
.o Then we went to
ns and Sim's park after lunch,
ve their own charm and beauty.

to Mettupalayam, we S[Oppcd
and did our much awaited

train, at the same Ppl
with indoor games
After that W€ did so
the Botanical garde
Both these places ha
On our way back
at Coonoor for dinner

shopping spree. .
That nighteven though we felt tired, we wanted

to stay awake talking, talking and talking. By the
time we girls slept, it was about 11 p.m.

The next day was 'goodbye to Mettupalayam'
and 'return to Munnar. We all felt sad to leave so
soon after such a fun - packed tour.

On the whole it was a very exciting, enjoyable
trip and we hope to have many more tours like this.

Riddles

Rebecca Chacko, Class IX
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- AN UNUSUAL MARRIAGE

(The following is the 'Thought for the day' by
a teacher turned student on Children's day - '98)

Once there lived a group of kind & generous
people, one of whom was called Oxygen, in a king-
dom named Air, The others

of carbondioxide and oxygen in the same propor-
tion and he told the human beings, "Don't cut
anymore trees because I have an agreement with
them too". They agreed.

Time passed. Oxygenj

in the kingdom were the
wealthy nitrogen, the bulky
Carbondioxide, the lazy Ar-
gon, the irritating dust par-
ticles and the nauseating
smoke.

The animals and the

Vv

plants on the earth used to 198

say "Oxygen, oxygen.......
for us life is impossible with
you. If you were not there,

turned 16. she grew up to
be very charming and
attractive. Princes who lived
nearby like Iron & Alu-
minium cast their eyes on
her. But Oxygen was deeply
in love with twin soldiers
called Hydrogen. Her par-
ents who came to know of
this told her "We will not al-
low you to marry two poor

(o1

Y

we would die of suffoca-
tion". Fuels like Kerosene and firewood used to
say, we will bumn only if Oxygen is around us.

The plants used to make a delicious dish called
carbohydrates using carbondioxide in sunlight by
photosynthesis. Animals & human beings who did
not know how to make their own food used to de-
pend on plants. The plants once said to the king of
the air, "We don't want carbondioxide free of cost
from you. Since we have no money, we'll pay in
'oxygen’. The king was very happy. The human
beings and the animals who heard this told the king.
"We too don't want anything free of cost. We will
take oxygen and give you carbondioxide". The king
was pleased that he could maintain the population

soldiers because people will
then laugh at us". But Oxygen answered; "I will
marry only Hydrogen. Even Panchali had 5 hus-
bands called the Pandavas". Her parents could not
brook this and threw her out of the family. Hydro-
gen and Oxygen married and changed their name
to water. The king of the Earth welcomed water
and gave them 3/4th of the earth as a gift. They
lived happily. The king now ordered all the human
beings "Always keep the land, air and water clean",

So my dear friends, don't cut trees and pollute
the air and the water. We must not violate the agree-
ment of our ancestors. Only then will our future
generations have enough of pure Oxygen & Water.

Mr. M.V. Narayanan;

Riddles

I am a city,

I am born out of water,

I am very dangerous, yet very useful,
without me you will be in dark,

Who am I?
Answer : Electricity

‘Which lock works non-stop?
Answer : Clock

Which is the biggest ant?
Answer : Elephant

Asha Mary Kurian, Class V

—
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Std X Std XII

T. Praveen |, Abhishek Baradwd)
S. Gowri 2. M Sunil Kumar
Anu Kurien

Jyotika Lal

Ratheesh Kumar P.K.
Sujith C.

Sinthika Jasmine
Venkitasubramaniam M.
Manu Mathew

Shaila Junis

11.  Ananthi P.

12. Nitha Jayaprakash

. M. Venkatasubramaniam received the CBSE - Merit cc'rti.
| 0.1% marks in Mathematics and Sneha Jasmine received a simi .
. M. Sunil Kumar received the CBSE - Merit Certificate for having scored hig
i[ geography. '
Parvathy Jayaprakash of Class VII secured 14th rank in st category in the 13th Natural
i Science Talent Search Exam. She was awarded a cash prize and books worth Rs. 125/-.

Arun Thomas Whitchurch has secured a 'High Distinction" in 'Maths' in the Irftemational.com-
| petition for schools conducted by university of South Wales Ranqug at the na.tnonal level in the
country is 9% and his equivalent percentage ranking at the International level is 100%.

W oo v L B B8 o

e

ficate for having ﬁgurec.l in the top
lar Certificate for English

h marks in

Best House Anaimudi

(G ol w Girls - Sreeja S. (III) T
House - Total points ' G AMES Group C Classes, IV & V
Anaimudi - 533 : Boys - T.S. Anand (V) i
Theerthamali - 505 Girls - Angel Deena (IV) T
Devimalai -~ 470 AN [ GroupD Class VII & VI
i1 Nettimaed - 369 ' Boys - Shiju Mohan (VII) A
i ——— Girls - Anna Mary Mathew (VI) D
| e o g e e SU”RWS Group E Classes VIII & IX
| Groug s Olassils ® LUILL Boys-  AnbuP (IX) N
- Boys Mithun Athapilly T ‘ Girls-  Blessy Thamby (IX) 7t
’ Girls  Sharlet Mendes N 1[ 98 lgg Group F Class X, XI, XII
| Group BClasses III & II Jdu” Boys-  Sharon Jolly (XI) D
1k Boys - Vipin K. (IIl) A - ~  Girls-  Susan Scaria (XI) T
! 36
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A Ca//mon

(A young lady Collides with a Mathematician while coming from the opposite direction)

Don't you have eyes in your head?
Madam, It is your fault. You should have come parallel to me. Don't you know that
parallel lines meet nowhere except at infinity.

Lady
Mathematician:

Shut up! You collided against me deliberately

Lady
Mathematician : Excuse me madam, but you are not as beautiful as the logaritham of Napier
Lady (Bursting with anger) I shall knock you down, smash your face in and then let's see what

you have to say.
Mathematician : (Also losing his temper) I shall project your into a Conic, from conic to a cube, then to a
line at infinity.

Lady You ill-tempered monster!

(By the time a scientist happens to come there)

Scientist : What's going on? Why all this waste of energy?
(Both tell him the matter each one blaming the other)
Scientist : Neither of you is to be blamed. You could not have possibly gone parallel.

Lady & Mathematician : (Both surprised) What? How is that?

Scientist : Go and look up Newton's law of Gravitation!

Note-Newton's law of gravitation states that everybody in the universe attracts every other body with a

force which is directly proportional to the product of their masses and inversely proportional to the square
of the distance between the centres) Complied by - Tessy Thampy

JOKES

Raju (to doctor) : Doctor I am forgetting everything. Tom : When I asked him what is '10 minus
Please help me. 10" he kept quiet.

Doctor . Just forget that ----------------------------- .
............................. Teacher: Gopal, how many Ladoos will be left
Judge (to the convict) : Why did you rob if I ate 6 from a plate containing 10 Ladoos?

Mrs. Geeta's gold chain & bangles? Gopal:  None Sir |
Convict :  Your honour, I did not rob them Teacher: How so ?
Istmply showed her the knife & she gave it to me, Gopal : I would have eaten the rest
'Tom :  Mydog is very intelligent
Amit How do you know? Asha Mary Kurian, Class V

—
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C.C.A. AT SCHOOL

. "Train a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it".

dThe‘ things taught in schools and colleges are not
an education, but the means of education". -Emerson.

Self acceptance is one of the requirements of a child
for ‘r_‘Ch‘e"‘“g self confidence and participation in co-
curricular activities fulfils this demand. Co-curricular
anq t_i.*flra curricular activities complement curricular
actwnfes and strengthen a child's overall performance
and rlcmforce class room learning. Group activities help
a child in group acceptance. During these activities
students entertain others and entertain themselves. Their
ego is satisfied when they get their chance to bask in
the limeliant during functions and competitions.

At schoal we celebrated Independence day, Onam,
Children's day. Dusserah & Christmas by arranging tal-
ent shows and interhouse competitions for various
groups, thereby promoting better understanding be-
tween different religions, regions and communities.

During the First Term, the Inter House competi-
tions conducted were the following:

Classes 1 & I - Pencil drawing (domestic

animal & Action Song
Classes 11l & IV- Light Music and

Draw & Colour (View of HRS)
Classes V & VI-  Monoact and Solo Singing

Classes VII & VIII - Hat Speech &
Act according to situation
During the lInd Term with motivation and able
guidance from our principal our co-curricular activi-
ties continued with greater sest, more vigour, enthusi-
asm and variety.
There were competitions for classes I & 11 in Story-

telling, |
m, v, v - Recitation in English
VI, VII, VIII - Elocution

‘ Bag drama.

X, X XL X - N
As part of Onam celebrations competilions were

held in painting for classes 1 & V.

Theme - Onam

yIto XII - pookalam Competition

also ADZAP

In the month of September We had "Talent Time"

where the each House was given 45 mts on stage to
exhibit their members' talents in various cultural events,

During November We had our Bulletin House
Boards display competition on the Theme - "Children

are our Future”. '
During Christmas time the theme on display the

competition was in display on House-Boards was be-

ing "Pcace on Earth".

The participation was over-whelmir?g with each
student doing his best and the external judges had a
tough time judging and grading the performances dur-
ing various activities by various groups.

Our team of debators comprising Anu Kurien and
Jyotika Lal bagged 2nd price in the Inter-School de-
bate competition held at St. Peter's Senior Secondary
School, Kadayiruppu on 1st December. Our School
students participated in many other Inter-school com-
petitions singing-choir, quiz, street play, dance, paint-
ing and also in 'Sahodaya Fest' at Kochi. These cul-
tural activities and healthy competition helped them in
staging a good show during the Annual Day celebra-
tions which was well received and appreciated by one
and all. The over all results of CCA for the year 98-99

FIRST THEERTHAMALAI 49 Points
SECOND ANAIMUDI 44 Points
THIRD NETTIMAED 39 Points
FOURTH DEVIMALAI 36 Points

This year witnessed an interesting change in our
Morning Assembly pattern- conducted by individual
classes, student council members, and house members,
on a weekly basis in turn. The students with the help
and guidance from class teachers, house teachers and
the CCA Co-ordinator put up shows which were in-
formative & educative besides being entertaining.

To conclude I am looking forward to yet another
year, hoping to involve more students, bringing in more
variety planning more meticulously and systematically
to make co-curricular activities enjoyable, competitive,
challenging and fruitful to the students and thus guide

them to make strudes in the allround development of

their personality. -Ms. Janaki Thiagarajan

Co-ordinator - CCA

XtoXlI -
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Riddles

He's as busy as a Bee

Quieter than a mouse
He lives in a family that has a hill for a House.

Answer : Ant

A playful sea creature

with energy to spare for jumping or
frisking in the water.

Answer : Dolphin

A fisherman dressed in white

you may think rather odd especially
since this one has

neither net nor rod

He doesn't ever need a boat

When he goes to sea;

but if there are a lot of them

they are as noisy as can be.

Answer : Seagull
Armaan Grewal, Class II

W 4,
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TOWARDS A
SUCCESSFUL LIFE

The things that you require are as follows :

4 cups of love

2 Table spoons of loyalty
5 quarts of faith

2 teaspoons of tenderness
1 cup of kindness

2 jars of understanding

3 cups of forgiveness

25 tablespoons of friendship
5 teaspoons of hope and

1 barrel of laughter
Procedure is thus :

Take love and loyalty. Mix thoroughly
with faith. Blend with tenderness. Season it
with kindness, and understanding. Heat it with
fragrance. Add friendship and boil it with hope.
Sprinkle abundantly with laughter. Bake in
sunshine and serve generous helpings.

The total outcome would be a fruitful life.

Nandini S., Class VIII

READING HABIT - A SURVEY REPORT

There's a loud cry everywhere that the present
day student spends most of his time, in front of
T.V, Video and Computers than in reading. Does
this mean that students no longer believe in "Read-
ing maketh a full man" as Francis Bacon pointed
out or have they lost faith in the saying "Reading is
to the mind, what exercise is to the body?"

How many of our students today are in the same
wavelength as Swift when he said, "When I am read-
ing a book, whether wise or silly, it seems to me to
be alive and talking to me".

To get an insight into our students reading hab-
its a questionnaire was administered to students of
classes VIII to XI. It had ten questions on various
aspects of reading.

Qn. 1. - Do you like to read?

Ans. - Two students bluntly said 'NO' about
five have said 'Some times' The remaining an asser-
tive 'YES'.

Qn. 2. - In which language do you like to read?
Ans. - About 95% said in English. Around 5%
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in English and Tamil or Malayalam. 2% in Tamil
only.

Qn. 3. - Hours you spend reading during a week?

Ans. - 539% said less than 5 hours
35% between 5 to 10 hours
6% more than 10 hours
2% more than 20 hours a week
The remaining did not respond

Which type of books do you like to read?
Fiction / Non Fiction.

Qn. 4,

Ans. - 85% showed preference for Fiction

15% Non fiction

This 85% includes about 28% of those
who have ticked both Fiction & Non Fiction

Qn.S5., - Whatdo you enjoy reading?
Novels / Magazines / Newspapers / Short stories
Ans. - About 50% Novels & Short Stories
40% Magazines and News papers
3% only News papers
1% Novels, Magazines & Short stories
Qn. 6. - Which type of fiction do you enjoy most?
(They were asked to write any three choices)

Ans. - About 65% preferred "Crime stories"
as their first choice.

Books on 'Self Improvement' came next and 'Com-
edies' were the third choice.

35% preferred 'Science fiction as one of their
choices.

Less than 5% read Dramas, Poems, and biographies,

"écanned by CamScanner

{ you get an hours Jeisure how would
- Ifyo
Qn.7

. na?
. d the time’
you like to SSP:”:ienlq of classes VI & IX prefer
- u 3

1o The choice appears to
es and readtlinsg girls prefer reading and

Ans.
outdoor games
be gender specific. Tha

boys outdoor games.

ss XII prefer to watch T.V, and read
d

Students of cl |
Only about 25% on the whole opted to spend time
playing Video games.

ook you read was
Qn.8. - The latest b written

........
........
----------
--------
............

Ans. - Amongclasses VIIL, IX & X the fav?ur-
ites are Nancy Drew, Hardy Boys and Famous Five.

There are those who enjoy reading Sherlock Homes,

Alister Maclean, Desmond Bagley, Jane Austin &
Agatha Christie.

In classes XTI & XII students prefer Willard Price,

Robin Cook, Danielle Steel, Dale Carnegie & Wilbur
Smith.

Qn. 9. - How do you choose your books?

Ans. - More than 50% students were influ-
enced by the front / back cover.

The remaining acted on friend's
gestions

Qn. 10. -
like to tel] u

or teachers' sug-

Is there anything else that you would
s about your reading habit?
Ans. - Some rea

d any book the Id :
hands on - No prefer Yy could lay their

ences.
The Readers' Digest, The

Week and Indj
rank as popular Magazines hdia Today

Questionnaire & Report
rs. T. Janaki.
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NATIONAL PHYSICAL FITNESS PROGRAMME

The ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India has come up with a new scheme of 'National
physical Fitness Programme' with the objective of creating sports consciousness amongst school going
-hildren and also for identifying talents. The High Range School has concluded the National Physical
Fitness tests for the year 1998-99 in the school, for class V to XI. The test was organised according to three
ries: ie, below 14 years, between 14 to 16 years and between 16 to 18 years.

'

age catego
Accordingly the school has received the 'Star Pins" (one star, two star, and three star) and certificates to be
awarded to those competitors, who have achieved the requisite standards. These star pins and certificates
were awarded to the schools on behalf of the Dept. of youth affairs and sports ministry of HRD.

RESULTS
Three star Two star One star
Below 14 years - 4 4 35
Between 14 to 16 year - 6 13 11
Between 16 to 18 years - 2 6 8

The following students are the "Three star winners.

Below 14 years Std
1. Basil Sam Emerson - VII
2. Rino Roy - VIII
3. Arun Mahesh Babu - IX
4. Shoban Kumar - IX
Between 14 to 16 years.
5. AnbuP. - IX
6. Sanjith P. Raju - IX
7.  Timothy Jervis - IX
8. Derrick Sequeira - X
9. Anand Kumar P. - X
10. Arun Thomas Whitchruch - X
Between 16 to 18 years.
11. Bino Antony =~ X1
12. Sujith C. - X1
' George Emmanuel
Physical Education Teacher
High Range School
41
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THE SCOUTS AND

The founder of the Scout movement was Sir
Baden Powell. To commemorate his birthday, a
grand rally is usually held in the 3rd week of Feb-
ruary. 1t was conducted this year from 19th to 21st
February.

It was the 30th Rally of the Devikulam Bharath
Scouts and Guides unit under the supervision of
the District commissioner - Mr, P, Samuel. 20
Guides and 18 Scouts participated from our School.

In total there were 4354 members in this Camp cum
Rally.

On the first day the 19th we left school at 1.00
p.m and at 2.00 p.m we reached the Munnar High
School where the Camp was organized. The first
day was spent in organizing ourselves and for the
Campfire. The Campfire was at 8.00 pm and all
schools participated. Our school guides were se-
lected for the Grand Camp fire which was to be
held the following day. A busy day awaited us. On
the 20th we Scouts and Guides completed 12 stand-
ard testing competitions is on the basis of which
our unit was graded. It was indeed a moment of
pride for us when we guides scored 'A' grade in all
the 12 listing competitions. Blessy Mary (X) and
Nithya Krishnan (V) brought laurels to our school
by winning the first prize in the Quiz and Dance

GUIDES RALLY

uccessful mormp-
vely. Afterasucc ;
respecct,’lven?’ng we parnclpated In the
; thi)uf guide's Dance and the Scout'y
re.

competitions
ing, at 7.40 i
Grand Campfi e
skit were well apprcc:]ate A |

On the final day the 21st - mornmgtwer:&'enc;

March from the Tata Tea sports groun

i ?p‘éll(ileRoad In the afternoon the gfand. finale
;(c))(;:eplace at the Tata Tea sports gfoug:i:;lthu::tr
Vice President Mr. M.N. Kaul as the . i .
Our Guides unit added another featf;]er I;nslt th(;ap
when they were adjudged as one of the Be " ce
units and hence Guide Sandhyr«t\ Smakumar(l .) was
given the honour of representing our school in the
party which led the March past. Our scoutsfand
guides put on an Aerobics display as a par.t of the
cultural events. The Rally came to aclose with Mrs,
Sureka Kaul distributing the prizes.

I thank Mr. Yeshwant Mallya, Mr. A. Sambath
Rajan, Mrs. Janeeta and Mrs. Meenaswamy for hav-
ing given us this opportunity and for training us to
participate in this grand event.

We are indebted to the above teachers and the
Principal because as students of class X this is our
last chance to participate in such a great event.

K. Sandhya Sivakumar
(Guide Company Leader)

A THRILLING EXPERIENCE

In October, last year I went to "Tagore Mount
School" with my parents. On the way I saw a small
‘dam. I met our Principal in that school. I told her
the dam was very beautiful. She said, she also felt
the same. It was a thrilling experience to see the
valley on the way, the dam below and me over the
bridge, feeling the strong wind blowing on my face.

I'went through the exhibits in
were nige. The volcano on the table the model of
the multiplication tables and some cla,y models were
very attfactive. Our principal sajd | could al ec;
some thing similar in oyr school. Finally we f:(')lm‘:"

back home and we reall ; .
the cardamom busheg, Y enjoyed our trip through

the school. They

Ram Vishg} R, Class I
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BHARAT MATA KI JAI

Heritage India

(A Voluntary Indian Heritage Service)
Our Ideal : Mahatma Gandhi

Manu Mathew of Class Xl does us proud! He did this by scoring the highest
marks in the senior secondary sub zonal level in the "All India Inter School & Intercol-
legiate general knowledge contest 1998-99 conducted by HERITAGE INDIA. The spe-

cial Award carries a cash prize of Rs. 1000/
Keep up the good work Manu! You've got a great future ahead!!

sSO0ME BRAIN - TWISTERS

Fifty is my first; nothing is my second, 5 just makes my third, my fourth is a vowel, now to fill my
whole, put all parts together.

I die if I get cold, but never mind cold weather.

The sun is shining, You are going out and I am coming in - Then what will happen to the sun

[3°]

What animal do you get when nothing is added to ten?

3,
4. How much sand will there in a pitch of 5 cm diameter and 5 cm depth?
5. Make a word with the following letters: EEEELLNPSSSSS
Answers
SSANSSATATTS () SurpoN (¥) XO (€) uis sowodaq ung (7) 240 (1)
NOTICE NOT ICE 2 NOTICE
.’I ”T:w’ - _,m -
CLASSES Wi = se s will| Mt e ASSES will
'ﬁfﬂ se at 3:P The s LAXE=S = e
disper dispevse-at 3:P% dispevse aF ‘3-'P{3"ss
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(A Mock) > |
Fashion Parade -
Literally Speaking

Folk Dance

Skiton
Leadership

i- g it ‘ ‘ gy ;: | B
Evolution of our National Flag A

=S §
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A An artist's dream sot against an artistic reality
by Sasi Krishnan
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Olympian Mr. Yohannan - >~
The Chief guest being welcomed by our
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